Legislative Watch

Issues important to today’s dairy farmers

ore than 150 farmers and

leaders from agricultural
organizations and agribusinesses
gathered at the state Capitol to let
legislators know that agriculture is
key to reviving Michigan’s economy
during the fourth-annual Ag Day at
the Capitol on March 19, 2008.

With its “Michigan Agricul-
ture: Bringing it home ... Michigan
grown” theme, Ag Day served up
food and facts to emphasize how
agriculture—more than any other
industry—is reinvigorating Michi-
gan’s struggling economy.

To spread their message, farm-
ers visited legislators’ offices and
invited lawmakers to sample Michi-
gan food products at commodity
displays set up in the Capitol. The
smorgasbord of diverse offerings
included corn dogs, asparagus roll-
ups, ice cream, pickles and grape
juice.
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MMPA board member Mark Halbert and Representative

MMPA board
members were on
hand at MMPA’s
booth to pass out
ice cream cups
from the MSU
Dairy, place an “I
Love Milk” sticker
on lapels and get
better acquainted
with elected of-
ficials representing
all areas of the
state.

“Ag Day at
the Capitol is
great exposure for
all segments of
Michigan Agricul-
ture,” MMPA President Ken Nobis
says. “The relaxed atmosphere
provides an opportunity to build re-
lationships with our elected officials.
The ice cream made a great draw-
ing card and a friendly atmosphere
to visit with many of the Senators,
Representa-
tives and
their staff
members.”

Legislators
were also
given an
eco-friendly
“ag bag” to
stock up on
additional
items, such
as packages
of dried
cherries and
flower seed
packets.
The legisla-
tors were

MMPA General Manager John Dilland visits with
Representative Barb Byrum (D-Onondaga).

Ag Day at the Capitol 2008

encouraged to take the reusable tote
bag with them on their next trip to
the grocery store or farmers’ market,
and fill up with Michigan food prod-
ucts when they shop.

Ag Day at the Capitol was held
in conjunction with National Agri-
culture Week, March 16-22.

Key points shared during Ag Day:

* A recently revised economic
study by Michigan State University
reveals that agriculture and its sup-
porting industries contribute about
$63.7 billion to Michigan’s economy
annually.

* Michigan’s agri-food and agri-
energy industry grew at a robust rate
of 5.9 percent from 2004 to 2006,
whereas the state’s economy overall
grew only 4.8 percent for that same
period.

» With its support industries,
Michigan’s agricultural sector col-
lectively employs about 1 million
people, or about 1 in 4 Michigan
residents.
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+ Reproductive troubleshooting
+ Records analysis
# Professional technician service
# Estrus-synchronization programs
+ Heat deteclion training
+ English and Spanish training resources
# Professional ALl training
+ Heat detection aids

+ Nutritional supplements

NorthStar understands a one-size-fits-all apprnach to reproductive management doesn’t work.
That's why you can trust our highly trained Reproductive Specialists to help you design a customized
reproductive program that's right for your needs. Talk to your NorthStar rep today.
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