
This year’s MMPA Summer 
Food Systems Fellowship intern 

is Karen Potter, a veterinary student 
at the Michigan State University 
College of  Veterinary Medicine.  

	 Karen is spending her 12-week 
fellowship with MMPA working 
closely with MMPA’s Mastitis Man-
agement team to research MMPA 
member farms with high quality 
milk production.

	 “Working with a veterinarian 
on a large dairy farm has encour-
aged me to take steps to increase 
my experience and knowledge of  
food animal medicine,” Karen says. 
“My previous experiences showing 
4-H food animals and working with 
dairy cows has given me confidence 

with the animals’ behaviors and a 
general knowledge of  dairy manage-
ment.”

	 While at MMPA, Karen will 
work to refine a research project in 
the area of  mastitis management 
that last year’s fellowship intern 
began. She will conduct follow-
up interviews on farms that have 
somatic cell counts consistently 
below 100,000 to identify common 
practices used on the farms.

	 “We are looking forward to 
Karen’s involvement this summer 
in the continuation of  our research 
project to identify farm practices 
that have a significant impact on 
mastitis management,” Tom Herre-
mans, Mastitis Management Super-

visor 
says. 
“We 
feel re-
ally for-
tunate 
that 
Karen 
accept-
ed this 
intern-
ship 
with MMPA to work on this project. 
Her previous dairy farm experiences 
and her training at MSU’s College 
of  Veterinary Medicine certainly 
make her an excellent fit for this 
project. Her enthusiasm for the 
project, her strong desire to learn 
from producers and the initiative she 
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has already exhibited are all indica-
tors that this internship should be 
very beneficial to both Karen and 
MMPA members.”

	 Milk marketing, food security 
and the food production system 
from a dairy perspective will round 
out Karen’s MMPA learning experi-
ence. She will spend time touring 
MMPA’s Ovid and Constantine 
plants, as well as the MMPA Novi 
office and lab.

	 “I am excited to work with the 
MMPA staff  and feel the fellow-
ship will offer me an opportunity to 
become knowledgeable in a special-
ized project while gaining experi-
ences that may not be obtainable 
through clinical rotations,” Karen 
says.

 

Summer Food Systems Fellowship 
Program 

	 The Summer Food Systems Fellowship program was developed 
by the Department of  Animal Science and the College of  Veterinary 
Medicine at Michigan State University to provide relevant experi-
ences in the food systems arena for veterinary students. Through 
educational summer study programs, MSU recognizes the importance 
of  teaching veterinary students the realities and challenges animal ag-
riculture faces through continuous food safety and security problems, 
the potential for an intentional introduction pf  pathogens by terrorists, 
decreasing profit margins and a changing work force.

	 Several food industry organizations, including MMPA, are “Food 
Systems Partners,” where they employ a veterinary student in a sum-
mer position to provide a meaningful and relevant experience in food 
systems. The partners also help the student design and implement a 
beneficial project.

	 For more information on the program, contact Dan Grooms, 
DVM, Ph.D at (517) 432-1494 or groomsd@cvm.msu.edu.
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