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Upcoming Events

December

7    MMPA Advisory Committee Meeting – Novi
 MMPA Local Meetings Begin

January

27    MMPA Resolutions and Nominating Committee Meetings 
 – Lansing

News & Views >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

October Class III 
Price Up 5 Cents

The October Class III price is 
$14.35, up 5 cents from Sep-

tember and up 19 cents from a 
year ago. October Class IV price 
is $13.61, down 14 cents from 
September and up a dollar from 
October 2004.

Regional Dairy 
Conference Offers 
More Speakers, 
Wider Variety

Dairy producers throughout 
the Midwest and Canada 

are invited to attend the Fourth 
Annual Great Lakes Dairy Con-
ference, being held February 2 to 
4 at the Bavarian Inn Lodge and 
Conference Center in Franken-
muth, Mich.
 “This is a great opportunity 
for producers to learn about the 
key issues that affect their busi-
ness,” says Brian Troyer, co-chair 
of the conference planning com-
mittee and dairy nutrition special-
ist for Caledonia Farmers Elevator. 
“And, of course, there’s also an 
opportunity to network with other 
producers.”
 Troyer says the conference 
does not cater to any one size of 
dairy producer, but carries the 
common message that in order 
to increase profits, all producers 
must optimize their management 
practices. 
 “The goal is to help produc-
ers do their job better, regardless 
of how many cows they milk,” he 
explains.
 Troyer says dairy producers 
played an active role in putting 
together the program for the 2006 
conference. 

 “Farmers drive this confer-
ence,” he says. “We wanted put to-
gether the best program possible. 
We did that by asking our audi-
ence what they want to know.”
 The result is a two-day confer-
ence that includes a plethora of 
well-qualified speakers who will 
focus mainly on nutrition and 
reproduction. “Those seem to be 
the two areas that producers are 
most concerned about,” Troyer 
says. “So we assembled a group 
of speakers that represent the best 
the dairy industry has to offer.”
 Ray Nebel, reproduction 
specialist with Select Sires; Mike 
Hutjens, University of Illinois; 
Nate Zwald, director of the Alta 
Advantage Program; and Mike 
Van Amburgh and Tom Overton, 
both of Cornell, will address the 
group on topics ranging from 
increasing pregnancy rates to 
genetic selection strategies and 
transition cow nutrition. 
 David Kohl, professor of ag 
finance, small business manage-
ment and entrepreneurship at 
Virginia Tech, will kick off the 
event with his lively presentation 
focusing on strategic planning and 
new technology. 
 “Kohl is a ball of fire,” Troyer 
says. “People always leave his 
presentations pumped up about 
managing their farms better.”

 This year’s conference in-
cludes two bonus programs – a 
hoof trimming workshop that will 
help managers better evaluate 
their animals’ feet, and a partners’ 
program geared to farm women. 
 According to Sara Long, plan-
ning committee co-chair and com-
munications manager for MSU’s 
Project GREEEN, an All Breeds 
Bulletin targeted to breed associa-
tion members will take place on 
Saturday, February 4 – right on the 
heels of the main conference. 
 “This is a great opportunity 
for all breed associations to get 
together, visit with one another 
and see how events planned for 
later in the year can potentially be 
streamlined to complement one 
another,” Long explains. Follow-
ing the joint program, each breed 
association will conduct its own 
annual meeting. 
 “Many producers are involved 
in more than one breed associa-
tion,” Long notes. “This confer-
ence brings breeders together 
under one roof to conduct their 
business, share ideas and social-
ize.” 
 To learn more, including 
registration details and specific 
program information, visit www.
gldc.msu.edu or call Troyer at 
(517) 278-3119.

http://www.gldc.msu.edu
http://www.gldc.msu.edu
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From establishing vaccina-
tion programs to controlling 

Johne’s disease, dairy producers 
face numerous animal health is-
sues. They can learn to deal with 
these and other challenges at the 
2006 Michigan State University 
(MSU) Extension Dairy Team’s 
winter meeting, set for nine loca-
tions during January and Febru-
ary. The program runs from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. in each location. 
 “Producers are barraged with 
information from many sources 
about many topics,” says Ira 
Krupp, MSU Extension educator 
based in Coldwater. “We want to 
give them the chance to hear from 
Extension specialists, from other 
educators and from veterinarians 

A proposed zoning order to 
revise Michigan’s bovine tu-

berculosis (TB) eradication zones 
was presented to the Michigan 
Commission of Agriculture at its 
November 9, 2005 meeting. An up-
date to the zoning order is neces-
sary to reflect the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s (USDA) interim 
rule, posted in the federal register 
September 30, 2005, designating 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula (U.P.) 
as bovine TB-free.
 “The bovine TB-free desig-
nation for the U.P. is a tremen-
dous step forward in our effort 
to achieve TB-free status for the 
entire state,” said Mitch Irwin, 
MDA director. “Under proposed 
changes, our U.P. producers will 
see a reduction in testing require-
ments, and associated costs, for 
the movement of livestock within 
Michigan and to other states that 
recognize this status change.”
 Proposed changes to the zon-
ing order include:
 • Elimination of mandatory 
TB testing requirements for cattle 

originating from farms in the U.P.
 • In the Modified Accredited 
Zone, animals will be allowed to 
move to approved terminal opera-
tions outside of the Modified Ac-
credited Zone without individual 
animal tests. 
 • Introduction of a Move-
ment Tracking Certificate for cattle 
moved from the TB-free or Modi-
fied Accredited Advanced zones 
to other zones in Michigan.
 Also included are proposed 
changes to animal identification 
and increased livestock movement 
monitoring authority at the Live-
stock and Plant Inspection Point 
at the Mackinac Bridge and other 
checkpoints.
 “Michigan has received rec-
ognition from other states for the 
progress we have made in eradi-
cating this disease from our cattle 
herds,” said Dr. Steve Halstead, 
State Veterinarian and MDA Ani-
mal Industry Division Director. 
“This is the first area in Michigan 
to regain bovine TB-free status 
since the entire state was desig-

nated as Modified Accredited in 
2000.”
 MDA  hosted public educa-
tional sessions and hearings across 
the state in November and will 
host more in December to receive 
industry input on the proposed 
zoning order. Public comment will 
also be accepted at the December 
7, 2005, meeting of the Michigan 
Commission of Agriculture in 
Grand Rapids. In addition, writ-
ten comments are encouraged 
and will be accepted until 5 p.m., 
Thursday, Dec. 15, 2005. Com-
ments may be submitted to Brad 
Deacon, MDA Hearings Officer, 
P.O. Box 30017, Lansing, MI 48909; 
via e-mail MDA-Info@michigan.
gov; or via fax at (517) 335-1423.
 A copy of the proposed zon-
ing order, public hearing informa-
tion and other information about 
Michigan’s Bovine TB Eradication 
Project are available at www.
michigan.gov/emergingdiseases 
or contact the MDA Animal Indus-
try Division at (517) 373-1077.

Changes Proposed to Bovine Tuberculosis Zoning Order
 – MDA accepting public comment through December 15

Learn Herd Health Strategies at MSU Extension Program
about how to tackle some of their 
most pressing herd health issues.”
 The program will include a 
presentation about vaccines and 
how they work and a talk about 
building biosecurity awareness on 
the farm. 
 Johne’s disease is an issue that 
both dairy and cow-calf produc-
ers face, so beef producers may 
choose to attend the second half of 
the program, beginning at 1 p.m. 
 The registration fee, which 
includes lunch and materials, is 
$30 for the first participant from 
each farm and $20 for each ad-
ditional participant from the same 
operation. Producers who choose 
to attend the afternoon session 
only (lunch not included) will pay 

$20 per person and $10 for each 
additional person from the same 
farm. Fees are due 10 days before 
each meeting date.
 To register or receive more 
information, contact the Eaton 
County MSU Extension office by 
calling (517) 543-2310. 

Dates and Locations
    January 24 in Stephenson 
    January 25 in Alpena
    January 26 in West Branch
    February 7 in Cadillac
    February 8 in Mt. Pleasant
    February 9 in DeWitt
    February 14 in Ubly
    February 15 in Hillsdale 
    February 16 in Howard City
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