
MMPA Member Testing Fees
• Scheduled Herd Tests: $1 per sample 
 – The samples can be tested for any of the  
following:  Culture for Streptococcus agalactiae, 
Strep non ag, Staphylococcus aureus, coagulase 
negative staph, total coliform, E-Coli. In addition, 
samples can be tested for somatic cell count, raw 
bacteria count, and components.
 – All herd tests with more than 10 samples must 
schedule with the laboratory through your MMPA 
Member Representative. Ten or more unscheduled cow 
samples will be charged at $2 per sample.

• Mycoplasma Cultures: $8 per sample

• Bacteriology Cultures: $10 per sample 
 - Includes identification of bacteria and drug susceptibility.

• Johne’s Milk Test: $ 6 per sample

• Bovine Leukosis Test: $ 6 per sample

• Bulk Tank MUN Test: No charge

 Payment for testing will be made through  
an automatic milk check deduction.  
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By Gary Trimner
Director, Member Services/Quality Control

Improving Milk Quality 
Yields A Bigger Milk Check

Congratulations to this year’s 
MMPA Top Quality Award 
Winners, Ron and Kevin 

Litwiller, of Perrinton. The Litwill-
ers’ consistency, attention to detail 
and overall cleanliness of their 
cows and dairy facility contributed 
greatly to their success. You can 
learn more about the Litwillers’ 
commitment to quality milk from 
their story on page 12.
 Achieving milk quality at the 
same levels as the Litwillers do 
or even at the levels that the 19 
MMPA Gold Quality Award recipi-
ents do is outstanding. While not 
every farm is able to easily achieve 
those quality levels, it is neither 
too difficult nor too expensive to 
improve the quality of milk on 
your farm. In fact, for producers 
with somatic cell count levels over 

350,000, not improving your milk 
quality is costing you more money 
than you think, in the form of lost 
quality premiums, herd health 
costs, and lost milk production. 
 For instance, if you have 100 
cows and drop your herd’s SCC 
from 400,000 to 100,000, you would 
see an additional $1,875 per month 
in quality premiums in your milk 
check. That is $22,500 per year. A 

producer with 800 cows would see 
$15,000 extra a month and $180,000 
per year. These figures are based 
on modest production levels of an 
18,000 pound rolling herd average. 
MMPA Member Representatives 
have a computer program that 
they can incorporate your farm’s 
information to give you a better 
picture of how increasing your 
herd’s milk quality could improve 
your milk check.
 With improved quality levels, 
you can also add savings to your 
bottom line in the form of reduced 
replacement costs and improved 
herd health. In a year of low milk 
prices, can you afford not to im-
prove your milk quality?
 The theme common to all of 
our quality winners is cleanli-
ness and consistency, two topics 

All tests must be scheduled through your MMPA Member Representative or the laboratory. 

With improved milk 
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not to improve your 
milk quality?
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Somatic Cell Count premiums and deductions  
(in addition to Federal Order SCC Adjustments 

computed in the producer pay price) will be paid 
at the following levels:
• 50,000 or below +45¢/cwt.
• 51,000 - 75,000 +40¢/cwt.
• 76,000 - 100,000 +35¢/cwt.
• 101,000 - 125,000 +30¢/cwt.
• 126,000 - 150,000 +25¢/cwt.
• 151,000 - 175,000 +20¢/cwt.
• 176,000 - 200,000 +15¢/cwt.
• 201,000 - 225,000 +10¢/cwt.
• 226,000 - 275,000 +05¢/cwt.
• 600,001 - 750,000 -10¢/cwt.
• Over 750,000 -50¢/cwt.
A payment of 5¢/cwt. will be added for each of  
the following, if the count is equal to or below:
• 10,000 Raw Bacteria Count
• 20,000 Pre-Incubated (PI) Count
There will be a deduction of 10¢/cwt. for the  
following criteria:
• Greater than 100,000 Raw Bacteria Count

A high raw count deduction will be waived if the producer has 
received the quality premium the previous three months for 
raw bacteria count.
To qualify for Raw, PI and Somatic Cell Count 
premiums there must not be any of the following 
during the month:
• Positive drug residue 
• Abnormal freeze points
• High load count shipment or rejected load  
shipment
• #3 or #4 sediment *
• Raw Bacteria count over 100,000 *
The count levels for raw and PI will be determined 
on one test run per month. 
* Note: These do not affect the somatic cell count  
premium.
To qualify for MMPA volume premiums there  
must be:
• No abnormal freeze points during the month
• An average somatic cell count of 750,000 
or less.

MMPA Quality Premium Program

that are stressed to participants in 
MMPA’s Milker Training Schools 
(MTS). Nearly 192 people attend-
ed this past season of MTS, which 
concluded at the end of March. 
This year, MMPA Mastitis Man-
agement Supervisors Tom Herre-
mans and Gil Johnson hosted nine 
schools, two of which were taught 
in Spanish.
 Since 1997 when the schools 
were started, we have had nearly 
2,148 people attend the schools, 
some attending multiple times. 
This year, several producers at-
tended the MTS for a second time 
because they wanted to reinforce 
their knowledge and learn more 
concepts they may have forgotten 
from their previous attendance. 
They were not disappointed and 
have said their learning experi-
ences will help to further improve 
milk quality on their farms.
 Many people who have at-
tended the MTS in the past are 
those who are actually performing 

the milking on the farms. This in-
cludes new employees and people 
who just want to brush up on their 
skills and learn more productive 
techniques. 
 Having the people who milk 
the cows attend the MTS is a good 
thing; however, while attend-
ing one of this year’s schools, it 
became very evident to me that all 
MMPA members would benefit 
from attending the schools, not just 
the people milking. 
 MMPA’s Milker Training 
Schools teach much more than just 
milking techniques. They also offer 
in-depth instructions on mastitis 
prevention, cow physiology and 
reaction to stimuli, bacteriology 
and milker system function. After 
implementing many of the philos-
ophies and procedures taught in 
the classes, many MMPA mem-
bers have reported increased milk 
production, lower SCC and shorter 
milking times. 

 We feel it is so important 
that farm owners and managers 
understand the concepts taught 
at MTS, that we are in the process 
of developing a training program 
geared toward them. We will be 
scheduling next year’s schools in 
the fall and will continue to offer 
the Spanish-speaking classes in 
addition to the regular MTS and 
possibly the new owner/manager 
classes. To best fit the needs of 
MMPA members, we want your 
input to know when and where 
you would like the schools to oc-
cur. A survey is sent out each fall 
to all producers, and it is very im-
portant that you fill it out to let us 
know what works best for you, so 
we can benefit the greatest number 
of members.
 We will keep you posted as 
to the status and progress of our 
new managers school and milker 
training schools. This spring and 

Continued on page 9
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summer watch the Messenger 
for feature articles by Tom and 
Gil that will help you achieve 
higher quality milk and im-
prove milking system perfor-
mance.
 I am proud that many 
MMPA producers have made 
the commitment to improve 
milk quality on their farms, 
many of which are using 
techniques learned at MMPA’s 
MTS. Our members’ commit-
ment to quality milk is evident 
by the growing list of members 
who are receiving MMPA qual-
ity awards each year and the 
amount of quality premiums 
MMPA pays out each month. 
Keep up the great work!

Continued from page 7
Quality Watch

Farmers interested in learning efficient manure management strate-
gies can attend the 2006 Great Lakes Manure Handling Expo: Manure, 

Keep it in the Root Zone, July 27 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Fowler, Mich.
 The free expo will include educational presentations about manure 
management, including the economics of manure, nutrient management, 
conservation practices, manure handling and odor control. 
 Commercial vendors will offer displays and demonstrations on 
manure handling, treatment equipment, businesses and organizations 
offering manure services, and products related to manure management.
 The expo will also feature innovative and practical manure applica-
tion strategies that will help farmers place and keep manure in the root 
zone, where it most benefits growing crops.
 “This would include anything and everything that affects land 
application, ranging from innovative and advanced manure treatment 
systems at the livestock facility to manure application equipment and 
systems,” says Dann Bolinger, Michigan State University (MSU) Ex-
tension educator for dairy and manure management based in Clinton 
County.
 No fee or registration is required. For more information, call (989) 
224-5240 or visit www.rootzone.msu.edu.
 The 2006 Great Lakes Manure Handling Expo is sponsored by MSU 
Extension, Ohio State University Extension and Purdue University Ex-
tension.

Great Lakes Manure Expo Set for July 27

Call MISS DIG  
Before You Dig

Many on-farm construc-
tion projects kick off in the 

spring. The MISS DIG System 
reminds everyone that if you are 
digging in Michigan, you must 
call MISS DIG at 1-800-482-7171.
 Within 3 business days of 
your call, utility companies will 
locate and mark the approximate 
location of underground lines at 
no charge. 
 When digging near under-
ground lines, MISS DIG recom-
mends hand-digging to expose 
precise location of underground 
lines.
 If you do not call MISS DIG 
and you damage an underground 
utility line, you will likely be 
responsible for the cost of repairs. 
 The call to MISS DIG is free, 
fast and it’s the law. For more in-
formation go to www.missdig.org.
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