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March Class Il Price
Down $1.09

he Class III price for March

is $11.11, down $1.09 from Feb-
ruary, and down $2.97 from a year
ago. Class III futures for the rest of
the year aren’t much higher, aver-
aging $11.44. The March Class IV
is $10.68, the lowest in more than
two years.

State Regulations
Have Changed for
Farm Vehicles

ffective October 20, 2006, any

vehicle over a 10,000 pound
Gross Vehicle Weight Rating
(GVWR) and operating with a
valid farm or special farm plate
will be required to display the
company’s name and address
on the vehicle, according to the
Michigan State Police (MSP) Mo-
tor Carrier Division.

For interstate and intrastate
transportation, if the vehicle meets
the federal definition of a com-
mercial motor vehicle, it must
display the company’s name and
U.S. Department of Transportation
(USDOT) number on both sides
of the vehicle. The identification
must be in a contrasting color and
legible from at least 50 feet.

Prior, identification was re-
quired only if the vehicle crossed
state lines. Farm trucks operating
only within Michigan were not re-
quired to have such identification.
More information is available
from the Michigan Farmer’s
Transportation Guidebook,

available online at http:/ /wwwl

michigan.cov/documents/Farm
Manual_2006_146760_7.pd{.
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2006 Ag Expo at MSU July 18-20

Farmers, educators and families are invited to Michigan’s largest ag-
ricultural equipment exposition July 18-20 when the 27th annual Ag
Expo takes place at Michigan State University (MSU).

The exposition will feature a skid-steer ride-and-drive, zero-turn
mower demonstrations, utility vehicle ride-and-drives, livestock han-
dling demonstrations, an antique and garden tractor pull (July 19 only),
a toy tractor show and an FFA tractor driving contest.

More than 250 commercial exhibitors — including equipment, seed,
fertilizer, building and service suppliers — will be on site. Visitors can
expect to see tractors, implements, trailers and other equipment, and
can talk to representatives from manufacturers, dealers and agencies.

“This year’s Ag Expo will offer visitors the opportunity to see new
equipment and demonstrations, and we’ve brought back the popular
toy tractor show along with a tractor pull event,” says Kirk Heinze, Ag
Expo director.

Ag Expo will also feature a number of educational exhibits from
MSU colleges and departments. The College of Agriculture and Natural
Resources will host a tent with displays and information from the Mich-
igan Agricultural Experiment Station, the MSU Land Policy Program,
the Animal Science Department, Project GREEEN (the plant industry
initiative at MSU) and 4-H Youth Development.

Ag Expo features commercial farm equipment from throughout the
Midwest and several Canadian provinces on the 35-acre main exhibition
site and the 40-acre field demonstration area.

The event runs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. July 18, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. July 19,
and 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. July 20. Admission to the grounds and parking at
Farm Lane and Mt. Hope Road are free.

For more information about Ag Expo, call 800-366-7055 or visit
|www.agexpo.msu.ed11.

Ag Expo is sponsored by the MSU College of Agriculture and Natu-
ral Resources.

Upcoming Events

May
23 Ag Day at the Capitol — Lansing

June
27-28 MMPA /4-H Milk Marketing Tour — Novi
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Great Lakes Manure Expo Set for July 27

I 'armers interested in learning efficient manure management strate-

gies can attend the 2006 Great Lakes Manure Handling Expo: Manure,

Keep it in the Root Zone, July 27 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Fowler, Mich.

The free expo will include educational presentations about manure

management, including the economics of manure, nutrient management,

conservation practices, manure handling and odor control.

Commercial vendors will offer displays and demonstrations on
manure handling, treatment equipment, businesses and organizations
offering manure services, and products related to manure management.

The expo will also feature innovative and practical manure applica-
tion strategies that will help farmers place and keep manure in the root
zone, where it most benefits growing crops.

“This would include anything and everything that affects land
application, ranging from innovative and advanced manure treatment
systems at the livestock facility to manure application equipment and
systems,” says Dann Bolinger, Michigan State University (MSU) Ex-
tension educator for dairy and manure management based in Clinton

County.

No fee or registration is required. For more information, call (989)
224-5240 or visit www.rootzone.msu.edu.

The 2006 Great Lakes Manure Handling Expo is sponsored by MSU
Extension, Ohio State University Extension and Purdue University Ex-

tension.

Call MISS DIG
Before You Dig

any on-farm construc-

tion projects kick off in the
spring. The MISS DIG System
reminds everyone that if you are
digging in Michigan, you must
call MISS DIG at 1-800-482-7171.

Within 3 business days of

your call, utility companies will
locate and mark the approximate
location of underground lines at
no charge.

When digging near under-
ground lines, MISS DIG recom-
mends hand-digging to expose
precise location of underground
lines.

If you do not call MISS DIG
and you damage an underground
utility line, you will likely be
responsible for the cost of repairs.

The call to MISS DIG is free,
fast and it’s the law. For more in-

formation go to www.missdig.org.

Quality Watch
Continued from page 7

summer watch the Messenger
for feature articles by Tom and
Gil that will help you achieve
higher quality milk and im-
prove milking system perfor-
mance.

I am proud that many
MMPA producers have made
the commitment to improve
milk quality on their farms,
many of which are using
techniques learned at MMPA's
MTS. Our members’ commit-
ment to quality milk is evident
by the growing list of members
who are receiving MMPA qual-
ity awards each year and the
amount of quality premiums
MMPA pays out each month.
Keep up the great work!
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Engineering
Surveying
Environmental Sciences
In-House Drlling
Material Testing Laboratory
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AGRICULTURAL
SERVICES

Waste Storage Facility Design

Agrichemical Gontainment
Facility Design

Silage Leachate Containment

ICNMP Existing Companent
Evaluathons

Peetasneng Wall Design
Structural Evaluations
Stomnmwater Management
Sand Separation Systems
Soil & Groundwater Evaluations
NPDES Permitiing
Ernsapn Control Planning
Watland Consulting

PLEASE CONTACT
Eric Rupprecht, PE
1,.888.752.6500

erupprechi®aiicoxassoci ates.com

OFFICES STATEWIDE
Alpena - Bad Axe - Brown City
Cadillac - Caledenia
Farmington Hills - Flint
Lansing - Saginaw
Escanaba - Sault Ste. Marig
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