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Immigration Reform Discussions

Still In Progress

bipartisan compromise bill
in the Senate to reform im-
igration laws foundered

in Washington prior to Easter
break, meaning that negotiations
will continue in the coming weeks
even while the Senate recessed for
Easter.

The initial immigration bill
passed last month by the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee, S. 2454,
addresses a key concern of farm
groups like NMPF: continued
access to agricultural workers.
Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA)
collaborated with the AgJOBS
bill’s sponsor, Sen. Larry Craig (R-
ID), to include an AgJOBS provi-
sion in the Judiciary Committee’s
legislation. The Committee bill
also includes a provision inserted
by Sen. Pat Leahy (D-VT) that
modifies the current H-2A guest
worker program for agriculture,
making it more workable for dairy
by significantly lengthening the
time period that H-2A dairy guest
workers are allowed to remain in
the U.S. Because of this, the cur-
rent version of S. 2454 appears to
satisfy the key requirements that
NMPF’s Board declared must be
included in a satisfactory immi-
gration reform bill.

Senators Chuck Hagel (R-
NE), Mel Martinez (R-FL) and
John McCain (R-AZ) then forged
a compromise approach that was
supported among a number of
Republicans and Democrats, but
failed to win final approval from
the full Senate. This compromise
would differentiate between those
here illegally, depending on how
long they have been in the U.S.
At this point, that provision does
not appear to impact the AgJOBS
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2006 portion of the bill in any way.
Despite support for this approach
among many Senators, the full
Senate was unable to pass a final
bill due to controversy over vari-
ous amendments being offered

to the bill. Therefore, the Senate

is expected to resume debate on
this issue when they return from
Easter Recess at the end of April.

Once the Senate approves a fi-
nal bill, the legislation will need to
go to a House/Senate Conference
committee, where members of the
House and Senate will try to reach
a compromise between the Senate
and the House bill passed late last
year. The differences between the
House bill and the version the

Senate is considering are extreme.
The House bill would be devas-
tating for all sectors that rely on
immigrant labor, including dairy,
while the current Senate bill at this
point appears to lay out a reason-
able and workable way forward
for agriculture.

You are still strongly encour-
aged to contact your Senators
about this important issue. Use
the NMPF Dairy GREAT Web site
accessible at www.nmpf.org to
locate the phone numbers of your
Senators and let your voice be
heard.
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MAEAP Legislation Progressing

t press time, the package of bills commonly referred to as

the “"MAEAP Legislation” was still awaiting a vote by the
Michigan House of Representatives. The legislation is aimed at
bringing many Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance
Program (MAEAP) components into law and consists of the fol-
lowing bills: HB 5711, HB 5712, HB 5713, HB 5714, HB 5715, and
HB 5716. A detailed description of the bills was discussed in the
April issue of the Messenger.

You are strongly encouraged to contact your Michigan
Legislators, both in the House and Senate as well as Governor
Granholm, urging all of them to pass this legislation. If the House
passes the legislation, it will then be sent to the Senate for consid-
eration. If the Senate passes it, it will then go to Governor Gran-
holm to be signed and put into law.

All producers were sent a letter to fill out and send to Gov-
ernor Granholm in their April 26 milk check. If you have not
yet sent the letter, we ask that you please do so soon. It is very
important that the Governor know there are a large number of
Michigan residents supporting this legislation.

If you need assistance contacting your Michigan Representa-
tive or Senator, please contact MMPA’s Member Relations De-
partment at (248) 474-6672.




New Congressional Dairy Farmer

Caucus Launched

New Coalition of Lawmakers to Help Address Dairy Producer

Issues on Capitol Hill

The new congressional

Dairy Farmer Caucus, the
formation of which was an-
nounced in early April on Capitol
Hill, will help focus legislators’
attention on major policy issues in
Congress affecting dairy produc-
ers, according to the National Milk
Producers Federation.

The purpose of the Dairy
Farmer Caucus is to provide a
bipartisan forum, involving both
House and Senate members, to
collaborate on policy issues that
address issues of interest to dairy
producers nationwide.

The Dairy Farmer Caucus is
being co-chaired by Senators Arlen
Specter (R-PA) and Dianne Fein-
stein (D-CA) on the Senate side,
and by Representatives Devin
Nunes (R-CA), Collin Peterson
(D-MN), Rick Larsen (D-WA), and
Randy Kuhl (R-NY) on the House
side. The Chairs will now be seek-
ing other members of the Senate

and House to join the caucus, to
get active in dairy issues from
both a producer and consumer
standpoint.

“It’s high time that the sec-
ond-largest farm commodity in
the U.S. has its own caucus to con-
tribute to the process of discussing
and developing legislative policy
in Washington,” said Charles
Beckendorf, NMPF’s Chairman,
and a dairy producer in Tomball,
TX. “Dairy products have been
produced in the U.S. since the
Pilgrims brought cows with them
from England nearly 400 years
ago, and today we have dairy
farms in each of the 50 states. The
caucus will help America’s 65,000
dairy farmers better communicate
with their congressional represen-
tatives, while giving senators and
congressmen a better platform for
them to reach out to their constitu-
ents.”

The need to establish a dairy
farmer caucus is particularly acute
in light of the fact that Congress
will begin writing the next Farm
Bill in the coming year, according
to Beckendorf.

“When our elected officials
have opportunities to discuss and
collaborate on major policy issues,
ranging from economic safety nets
to animal health to trade, it makes
it easier to build a consensus
both within the dairy producer
community, and also in the halls
of Congress,” Beckendorf said.
“We hope this Caucus will help
us communicate to government
agencies such as the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the Food and
Drug Administration, the U.S.
Trade Representative, and others,
about the concerns of dairy pro-
ducers regarding potential policies
affecting them.”

While you're at it, how ‘hout a Johne’s test?

Call 1.800.631.3510 and we’ll make all the arrangements with your
local DHI to obtain your milk samples and test for Johne’s disease.
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