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January Class lli
Price Up 2 cents

he Class III price for January is
$13.39, up 2 cents from Decem-
ber, but down 75 cents from a year
ago. The January Class IV price
is $12.20, down 37 cents from last
month and down 32 cents from
last year.

2006 CSP Sign Up
Ends March 31

ichigan farms located in the

Maple River watershed have
until March 31 to sign up for the
2006 Conservation Security Pro-
gram (CSP). The U.S. Department
of Agriculture designated Febru-
ary 13 - March 31 as the official
CSP sign up period.

The USDA announced last
fall that 110 watersheds across the
country, including two in Michi-
gan, would be eligible for the 2006
sign up. However, fewer dollars
have been appropriated to this
program than the USDA originally
expected, dropping the number of
eligible watersheds in the nation to
60.

This means that Michigan now
has only one eligible watershed,
the Maple River watershed. Nearly
1800 farms are located within the
Maple River watershed, so farms
need to sign up as soon as possible
to get a chance at the funding.

For more information about
CSP or individual eligibility
requirements contact your local
USDA Service Center or go online
to www.nres.usda.goy,.
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NDB Directors Approve Funding for Air
Emissions Research

tits January board meeting, the National Dairy Promotion and

Research Board (NDB) approved the authorization of $6 million
on a one-time basis for the purpose of funding a three-year study on
air emissions from U.S. dairy farms.

“Upon careful consideration and discussion, dairy producer direc-
tors of the NDB voted to fund this study, understanding that this re-
search will be instrumental in developing the air emissions standards
that could affect all dairy farms,” said Woody Bryant, an Arkansas
dairy producer who is NDB chairman.

Last fall, Congress authorized the NDB to consider this measure,
noting that the funds would need to be spent in 2006.

National Milk Producers Federation will work with the Agricul-
tural Air Research Council (AARC), a non-profit organization formed
to oversee research in air emissions from livestock operations, to
ensure that the research achieves its stated goals related to dairy farm
emissions. NDB will receive regular reports on the progress of the air
emissions study.

“The allocation of these funds will not have a direct impact on
2006 dairy promotion programs,” Bryant said.

The 36-member NDB, formed in May 1984 under the authority of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, carries out coordinated promotion
and research programs to help build demand, and expand domestic
and international markets for U.S.-produced dairy products. NDB
oversees the national dairy producer checkoff, to which all producers
contribute. Dairy Management Inc., which manages the national dairy
checkoff program, is funded in part by NDB.

Upcoming Events

March

MMPA Milker Training Schools

3-11  Agriculture and Natural Resources Week at MSU
— East Lansing
9 MMPA /MSU Extension Business Succession Workshop

— Jackson
20 MMPA Resolutions Committee Meeting — Lansing
21 MMPA State Annual Meeting — Lansing
31 Young Cooperator Dairy Leadership Conference — Midland

April
6 MMPA Advisory Committee Meeting — Novi
18 MMPA Dairy Communicator Meeting — Lansing


http://www.nrcs.usda.gov

MDEQ Ag Roundtable Meeting Set

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality Agriculture and
ural Communities Roundtable session will take place Thursday,
March 16, 2006, at the Frankenmuth Credit Union from 6:30 — 8:30 p.m.
The credit union is located at 580 N. Main St. in Frankenmuth, Mich.

Michigan legislators passed legislation in 2005 creating the Round-
table to evaluate how laws, rules and policies administered by the DEQ
affect farmers, food processors, agribusiness and rural communities.
MMPA urges all producers in the meeting area to participate in these
Roundtable sessions.

U.S. Farm Numbers Down Slightly in 2005

ccording to U.S. Department of Agriculture, the total number of

farms in the U.S. fell slightly during 2005. The total number of
farms is estimated at 2.1 million, less than one percent fewer than the
previous year. Total land in farms decreased by 2.9 million acres in 2005,
but the average size farm increased by one acre from 2004 to 444 acres.

In Michigan, the estimated number of farms in 2005 is 53,000. Land
in farms is estimated to be about 10 million acres, unchanged from last
year. The average farm size in Michigan for 2005 is 191 acres per farm,
up one acre from the previous year.

Recent Deaths Stress Need for Safety Near
Round Bales

Falling round bales killed two thumb-area residents in separate farm
incidents over the past few months highlighting the importance of
safety when working with or near large bales.

In early November, Huron County Commissioner R. Dale Wertz of
Bay Port, died when a round straw bale fell on him while he was work-
ing in Pigeon. In January, Nicholas Jimkoski, of Port Austin met the
same fate while loading the large bales on a wagon.

“All farmers need to be alert and aware of the dangers of loading
and unloading round bales,” MMPA president Elwood Kirkpatrick
says. “These tragic deaths are a reminder to us all that on-farm safety
should always be on our minds.”

Farm Women’s Symposium 2006

he 15" annual Farm Women'’s Symposium will be held at the Park
Place Hotel in Traverse City, Mich. on March 8-10, 2006.

Featured presentations include: motivational farm speaker Chris
Fesko, Michigan Department of Agriculture’s Jamie Zimtko-Somers and
Christine Lietzau, a panel of Traverse City agriculture business owners,
legislative updates and more. A tour of the Traverse City area is also
scheduled.

Registration costs $125 for three days, $100 for two days and $50
for one day. For more information or to sign up for FWS, contact Sheryl
Smith, at (517) 543-1360, Julie Schwab at (989) 846-4764 or Agnes Talaski
at (989) 269-6581. Scholarships are available for GreenStone Farm Credit
Services members, contact your local GreenStone office for more details.
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Engineering
Surveying
Environmental Sciences
In-House Drilling
Material Testing Laboratory

AGRICULTURAL
SERVICES

Waste Storage Facility Design

Agrichemical Containment
Faility Design

Silage Leachate Containment

CHMP Existing Component
Evaluathons

Retaining Wall Design
Structural Evaluations
Stommwater Management
Sand Separation Systems
Sodl & Groundwater Evaluations
NPDES Permitiing
Erosion Control Planning
Wetland Consulting

PLEASE CONTACT
Eric Rupprecht, PE
1.888.752.6500

erupprechi®aiicoxassociates.com _

OFFICES STATEWIDE
Alpena - Bad Axe - Brown City
Cadillac - Caledonia
Farmington Hills - Flint
Lansing - Saginaw
Escanaba - Sault Ste. Marie
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