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ecent reduced state rev-
Renues in both Michigan

and Indiana are leading
to staff reductions in the dairy
inspection programs. In an effort
to gain more income for the state
dairy inspection program, there
have been attempts to force our
industry to pay for a portion of the
state programs through significant
increases in permit fees.

MMPA opposes the dairy
industry paying for state inspec-
tion programs. We believe that the
state dairy inspection programs
were developed to protect the
public health and therefore, fund-
ing for such programs must come
from public revenues.

In the interim however, if
general revenue funds are not

By Gary Trimner

Director, Member Services/Quality Control

MMPA believes that
the state dairy
inspection programs
were developed to
protect the public
health and therefore,
funding for such pro-
grams must come
from public revenues.

available, the dairy inspection
programs must continue to be car-
ried out. One option available for
farm inspections is for the states
to engage the certified industry
dairy farm inspection program.
This program, authorized under
the Pasteurized Milk Ordinance
(PMO), allows certified indus-

try dairy farm inspectors (field
representatives) to conduct official

State Dairy Inspector Program
Funding at Risk

grade farm inspections on Grade
A dairy farms. These inspections
are exactly the same as inspec-
tions performed by the state dairy
inspectors and carry the same
enforcement weight.

MMPA supports the use of
the certified industry inspection
program on an interim basis when
a shortage of state regulatory in-
spectors occurs. All MMPA Mem-
ber Representatives are certified
dairy farm inspectors.

Recent transfers of Michigan
dairy inspectors to other divi-
sions have resulted in a need for
the dairy industry to conduct the
official dairy farm inspections in
Michigan’s thumb region. MMPA
is currently conducting official
Grade A farm inspections in three

MMPA Member Testing Fees

e Scheduled Herd Tests:

$1 per sample

— The samples can be tested for any of the fol-
lowing: Culture for Streptococcus agalactiae, Strep
non ag, Staphylococcus aureus, coagulase negative
staph, total coliform, E-Coli. In addition, samples

can be tested for somatic cell count, raw bacteria

count, and components.

— All herd tests with more than 10 samples must
schedule with the laboratory through your MMPA
Member Representative. Ten or more unscheduled cow
samples will be charged at $2 per sample.
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e Bovine Leukosis Test:

® Mycoplasma Cultures:

* Bacteriology Cultures:
- Includes identification of bacteria and drug susceptibility.

¢ Johne’s Milk Test:

® Bulk Tank MUN Test:

$8 per sample
$10 per sample

$ 6 per sample
$ 6 per sample
No charge

Payment for testing will be made through
an automatic milk check deduction.

All tests must be scheduled through your

MMPA Member Representative or the laboratory.



does not occur, we are asking all
dairy farmers in the areas where
industry field staff are or will be
conducting official inspections to
be cooperative and to correct all
items marked on the inspections.

MMPA will continue to work i
diligently to secure general rev-
enue funds for the state regulatory
programs in both Michigan and
Indiana. I will keep you updated
on this subject as changes occur.

counties in that area. Recent fund-
ing shortfalls in Indiana may also
result in the certified industry
inspection program being imple-
mented in northern Indiana.
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Hamilton Dirirfbuting Company

It is important to note the
PMO only allows dairy industry
professionals to make official
Grade A farm inspections. All
other inspections such as official
plant inspections, hauler inspec-
tions, collecting finished product
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samples and other dairy regula-
tory activities must be carried out
by a state inspector.

It is critical for states to main-
tain adequate funding for dairy
regulatory programs. Failure to
do so will result in failed Grade A
surveys which would lead to the
ultimate loss of the dairy industry
if milk or milk products could not
be shipped outside of the state. If
that were to happen, both Michi-
gan and Indiana would lose its
dairy industry. To make sure this

PTO and Automatic
Start Generators
1-800-248-8070

M-40 South
Hamilton, MI 49419

MMPA Quality Premium Program

omatic Cell Count premiums and deductions

(in addition to Federal Order SCC Adjustments

computed in the producer pay price) will be paid
at the following levels:

® 50,000 or below +45¢/ cwt.
® 51,000 - 75,000 +40¢ / cwt.

® 76,000 - 100,000 +35¢/ cwt.
¢ 101,000 - 125,000 +30¢ / cwt.
¢ 126,000 - 150,000 +25¢ / cwt.
¢ 151,000 - 175,000 +20¢ / cwt.
® 176,000 - 200,000 +15¢/ cwt.
® 201,000 - 225,000 +10¢ / cwt.
® 226,000 - 275,000 +05¢ / cwt.
® 600,001 - 750,000 -10¢ / cwt.
e Over 750,000 -50¢ / cwt.

A payment of 5¢/cwt. will be added for each of
the following, if the count is equal to or below:
¢ 10,000 Raw Bacteria Count

¢ 20,000 Pre-Incubated (PI) Count

There will be a deduction of 10¢/cwt. for the
following criteria:
e Greater than 100,000 Raw Bacteria Count

A high raw count deduction will be waived if the producer has
received the quality premium the previous three months for
raw bacteria count.

To qualify for Raw, PI and Somatic Cell Count
premiums there must not be any of the following
during the month:

e Positive drug residue

® Abnormal freeze points

* High load count shipment or rejected load
shipment

e #3 or #4 sediment *

e Raw Bacteria count over 100,000 *

The count levels for raw and PI will be determined
on one test run per month.

* Note: These do not affect the somatic cell count
premium.

To qualify for MMPA volume premiums there
must be:

* No abnormal freeze points during the month
® An average somatic cell count of 750,000

or less.
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