
MMPA Member Testing Fees
• Scheduled Herd Tests: $1 per sample 
 – The samples can be tested for any of the  
following:  Culture for Streptococcus agalactiae, 
Strep non ag, Staphylococcus aureus, coagulase 
negative staph, total coliform, E-Coli. In addition, 
samples can be tested for somatic cell count, raw 
bacteria count, and components.
 – All herd tests with more than 10 samples must 
schedule with the laboratory through your MMPA 
Member Representative. Ten or more unscheduled cow 
samples will be charged at $2 per sample.

• Mycoplasma Cultures: $8 per sample

• Bacteriology Cultures: $10 per sample 
 - Includes identification of bacteria and drug susceptibility.

• Johne’s Milk Test: $ 6 per sample

• Bovine Leukosis Test: $ 6 per sample

• Bulk Tank MUN Test: No charge

 Payment for testing will be made through  
an automatic milk check deduction.  
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By Gary Trimner
Director, Member Services/Quality Control

Avian Influenza – 
Do You Have a Back-Up Plan?

Many individuals, busi-
nesses and government 
agencies are concerned 

about the ramifications of a wide 
spread outbreak of Avian Influ-
enza. In fact, some of MMPA’s 
customers have requested that we 
provide them with a contingency 
plan, to ensure we will have milk 
and milk products available for 
them and detailing how we will 
manage the business if there is, in 
fact, an outbreak.
 According to the Michi-
gan Department of Agriculture 
(MDA), birds commonly get the 
flu and most strains of the flu 
virus are mild and cause only 
mild symptoms. The large concern 
and media hype is over a highly 
pathogenic strain, Avian Influenza 
H5N1, which causes severe illness 
and death in poultry.

 The H5N1 strain of Avian 
Influenza is fatal to most birds and 
has been shown to cause extreme 
illness in a number of people who 
had close contact (lived, worked 
or spent large amounts of time in 
the same quarters) with sick or 
dead infected domestic poultry, 
according to the MDA. While 
transmission to humans and other 
mammals is rather difficult, it has 
occurred and therefore is an issue 
that must be addressed by any-
one who houses or handles birds, 
no matter how small the flock. 

Another concern is that the virus 
could mutate into a form that 
could spread easily from person to 
person.
 A large number of MMPA 
farms have domesticated fowl on 
their operations, which is why 
MMPA feels we all need to have a 
plan to deal with a potential out-
break of Avian Influenza H5N1. 
According to MDA, domestic 
poultry raised outdoors in small 
backyard flocks have a much 
greater risk of being exposed to all 
types of Avian Influenza, which 
can be carried by wild birds who 
share water and sources of food 
with the domestic fowl.
 Regulatory agencies – in-
cluding state governments, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) and local governments 
– are working on or have in place 

All tests must be scheduled through your MMPA Member Representative or the laboratory. 

A large number of 
MMPA farms have 
domesticated fowl on 
their operations, which 
is why MMPA feels we 
all need to have a plan 
to deal with a poten-
tial outbreak of Avian 
Influenza H5N1.
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Somatic Cell Count premiums and deductions  
(in addition to Federal Order SCC Adjustments 

computed in the producer pay price) will be paid 
at the following levels:
• 50,000 or below +45¢/cwt.
• 51,000 - 75,000 +40¢/cwt.
• 76,000 - 100,000 +35¢/cwt.
• 101,000 - 125,000 +30¢/cwt.
• 126,000 - 150,000 +25¢/cwt.
• 151,000 - 175,000 +20¢/cwt.
• 176,000 - 200,000 +15¢/cwt.
• 201,000 - 225,000 +10¢/cwt.
• 226,000 - 275,000 +05¢/cwt.
• 600,001 - 750,000 -10¢/cwt.
• Over 750,000 -50¢/cwt.
A payment of 5¢/cwt. will be added for each of  
the following, if the count is equal to or below:
• 10,000 Raw Bacteria Count
• 20,000 Pre-Incubated (PI) Count
There will be a deduction of 10¢/cwt. for the  
following criteria:
• Greater than 100,000 Raw Bacteria Count

A high raw count deduction will be waived if the producer has 
received the quality premium the previous three months for 
raw bacteria count.
To qualify for Raw, PI and Somatic Cell Count 
premiums there must not be any of the following 
during the month:
• Positive drug residue 
• Abnormal freeze points
• High load count shipment or rejected load  
shipment
• #3 or #4 sediment *
• Raw Bacteria count over 100,000 *
The count levels for raw and PI will be determined 
on one test run per month. 
* Note: These do not affect the somatic cell count  
premium.
To qualify for MMPA volume premiums there  
must be:
• No abnormal freeze points during the month
• An average somatic cell count of 750,000 
or less.

MMPA Quality Premium Program

emergency plans that would di-
rectly impact any farms with birds 
that have signs of Avian Influenza.

What to Do if You 
Suspect Avian 
Influenza H5N1 in 
Your Flock
 If your fowl show the fol-
lowing signs, they may be in-
fected with Avian Influenza 
H5N1: decreased appetite, severe 
depression, a drastic decline in 
egg production, swollen combs 
and wattles, hemorrhages on 
internal membrane surfaces and 
sudden deaths. If you see these 
signs, contact your veterinarian 
or state regulatory agency IMME-
DIATELY. They will perform the 
necessary laboratory tests required 
to confirm the disease. In most 
cases, it is best to start by calling 
your veterinarian. They will know 
the protocols you should take and 
should be able to assist you in 
finding the proper phone numbers 

of regulatory agencies.
 In Michigan, flock owners 
should call their veterinarian or 
MDA at (517) 373-1077. In Ohio, 
flock owners should call their 
veterinarian or the Ohio Depart-
ment of Agriculture at 1-800-282-

1955. In Indiana, flock owners 
should contact the Animal Disease 
Diagnostic Laboratory located at 
Purdue University at (765) 494-
7440 to submit dead birds for 

WHO TO CONTACT IF YOU SUSPECT AVIAN 
INFLUENZA IN YOUR FLOCK

MICHIGAN

Your veterinarian
Michigan Department of Agriculture (517) 373-1077
INDIANA

Your veterinarian
Animal Disease Diagnostic Lab at Purdue (765) 494-7440
OHIO

Your veterinarian
Ohio Department of Agriculture 1-800-282-1955
WISCONSIN

Your veterinarian
Wisconsin State Veterinarian (608) 224-4872
USDA Veterinary Services in Wisconsin (608) 270-4000

Continued on page 11
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One thing hasn’t
changed in 90 years!

Service…it’s what GreenStone Farm

Credit Services has built its reputation on

since its first customer loan in 1916.  Over all

of these years, the look of the farm may be

different…but the commitment from those

who finance it is the same.

To help celebrate our 90th Anniversary, current

customers referring new customers to GreenStone FCS

between now and September 30, 2006, will receive a $90
VISA Gift Card…and all new customers will be entered

into a drawing for exciting prizes!*

1-800-444-FARM 
www.greenstonefcs.com

*Existing customers will receive one $90 VISA Gift Card only when a prospective customer establishes a new

business relationship with GreenStone FCS (new loan, tax or accounting service, crop or life insurance policy)

by Sept. 30, 2006.  Drawing for prizes amongst all new customers establishing new relationship with

GreenStone FCS between July 1 and Sept. 30, 2006 will be conducted by Oct. 10, 2006.

Hauling Milk From a 
Quarantined Farm in 
Michigan
 In Michigan, milk will be 
allowed to be picked up under 
stringent biosecurity measures. 
Haulers must follow strict proce-
dures to sanitize the milk truck, 
tires, and footwear. They may also 
be required to wear disposable 
clothing that they will likely be re-
quired to dispose of at the infected 
farm. 
 MMPA is working very closely 
with state regulatory agencies and 
milk haulers to have proper sanitiz-
ing equipment and clothing in place 
in the event that an outbreak of Avian 
Influenza H5N1 occurs. MMPA 
currently handles a variety of foot 
sanitizers, disposable footwear and 
disposable clothing through MMPA 
Merchandise that would be suitable 
for this application.
 MMPA Member Representa-
tives are currently being trained to 

Continued from page 7
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testing. In Wisconsin, producers 
are encouraged to contact their 
veterinarian or the Wisconsin State 
Veterinarian at (608) 224-4872 or 
the USDA Veterinary Services of-
fice in Wisconsin at (608) 270-4000. 

What Happens After 
the Call
 It is likely that regardless of 
which state you live in, your farm 
will be placed under quarantine if 
Avian Influenza H5N1 is found or 
suspected on the farm. Areas sur-
rounding infected farms may also 
be quarantined within a 5-10 mile 
radius. 
 In Michigan, the regulatory 
agency (likely MDA) will come 
out immediately to collect and 
test the birds. If Avian Influenza 
H5N1 is found, the entire farm 
will immediately be placed under 
quarantine, likely for a period of 
up to two weeks. The humane 
depopulation of the remaining 
live domestic fowl will occur 
immediately, possibly by MDA 
or USDA personnel. While under 
quarantine, no domestic fowl or 
any other livestock may move off 
the farm. The regulatory agencies 
will also impose strict quarantine 
requirements to move anything, 
including milk, off the farm. 
 In Indiana, the farm will be 
placed under immediate quaran-
tine and no milk will be allowed 
to be picked up until after the 
birds have been depopulated and 
the regulatory agencies lift the 
quarantine.
 At press time, Ohio and 
Wisconsin were currently work-
ing on their plans to deal with 
dairy farms having fowl that are 
found positive for Avian Influenza 
H5N1.

be able to set up proper sanitizing 
procedures on any farm that is 
infected. 
 In the coming weeks, MMPA 
will be identifying all member 
farms who have domesticated 
fowl on their operations, even if 
it is only a few birds. We ask for 
your cooperation in letting us 
know if you do have domestic 
fowl on your farm.
 It is important to note that 
currently there is little health risk 
to humans or cows even if Avian 
Influenza H5N1 is found in the 
United States, but it is devastat-
ing to birds. Cows cannot contract 
the disease in its current form and 
therefore cannot transmit the virus 
in milk. If you have any questions 
regarding Avian Influenza H5N1 
and how it could affect your farm-
ing operation, please contact your 
veterinarian or state animal health 
regulatory agency.
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