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Upcoming Events

February
  MMPA District Meetings
  MMPA/MSU Extension Business Succession Workshops
  MMPA Milker Training Schools
2-4  Great Lakes Dairy Conference – Frankenmuth
23-24 UDIM Dairy Product Promotion Seminar – Lansing

March

  MMPA Milker Training Schools
3-11  Agriculture and Natural Resources Week at MSU 
   – East Lansing
9  MMPA/MSU Extension Business Succession Workshop   
  – Jackson
20     MMPA Resolutions Committee Meeting – Lansing
21     MMPA State Annual Meeting – Lansing
31  Young Cooperator Dairy Leadership Conference – Midland

News & Views >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

December Class III 
Price Up 2 Cents

The December Class III price 
was $13.37, up 2 cents from 

November and down $2.77 from 
last year’s $16.14. The Class III 
year-end average price for 2005 
was $14.05. 
 The December Class IV price 
was $12.57, down 33 cents from 
the previous month and down 85 
cents from December 2004. The 
Class IV year-end average price 
was $12.88 in 2005.

Michigan Ag Com-
mission Makes Elec-
tronic ID Mandatory 
for Cattle by 2007

In an attempt to better track ani-
mal movement, the Michigan 

Agriculture Commission voted 
January 9 to mandate electronic 
identification of all Michigan 
cattle beginning in 2007. 
 MMPA submitted a letter to 
the Ag Commission in support of 
the mandatory identification not-
ing that a mandatory electronic 
animal identification program 
will enhance Michigan’s disease 
preparedness and help reduce the 
financial and social impacts of 
such a disease by:
 • Allowing the state to 
identify any animals exposed to 
disease;
 • Facilitate stopping the 
spread of that disease;
 • Allowing for tracebacks to 
all premises that had direct con-
tact with an animal with a threat-
ening animal disease.

 “In Michigan, we have wit-
nessed first-hand the benefits of 
animal identification while work-
ing to eradicate and eliminate the 
spread of Bovine Tuberculosis,” 
says MMPA President Elwood 
Kirkpatrick. “A mandatory 
electronic animal identification 
program is essential to providing 
government regulators, and those 
in the food production sector, 
with the means of tracing live-
stock.”
 The high-tech ear tags will 
cost cattle producers about $2 per 
tag. It is unclear who will bear 
the burden of purchasing the nec-
essary support technology, such 
as devices to read the electronic 
data.  
 The Agriculture Commis-
sion has directed the Michigan 
Department of Agriculture to 
develop an implementation plan 

and report back to the Commis-
sion within six months.
 In related news, the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) 
is considering a new approach for 
a national animal identification 
system that would allow the de-
partment to link to a network of 
private and state-operated animal 
tracking databases, but cost re-
mains a concern across livestock 
commodity sectors. 
 The IDairy program orga-
nized by National Milk Produc-
ers Federation and various dairy 
breed associations to speed up 
the national animal identification 
effort fits into the USDA plan. For 
more information about IDairy, 
visit www.idairy.org. 
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Do you want to learn more 
about preventing and con-

trolling weed, insect and disease 
problems in your field crops? Or 
maybe you want to learn about the 
latest Michigan State University 
(MSU) corn and soybean research 
projects? You can find all this and 
more on a new integrated field 
crop CD now available from the 
MSU Extension Field Crops Area 
of Expertise (AoE) team.
 Information on field crop va-
riety testing results; insect, disease 
and weed control recommenda-
tions; soil fertility and nutrient 
recommendations, and the latest 
research findings for major field 
crops are included on the CD. 
Producers seeking information on 
corn, soybeans, small grains, dry 

is required to run the CD. Adobe 
Reader and Microsoft Word are 
also needed.
 “It’s one-stop-shopping for 
farmers,” says Dale Mutch, MSU 
Extension Field Crop AoE team 
leader. “Using the CD is quicker 
and more efficient than trying to 
call someone to get an answer to a 
crop question.”
 The CD was created by the 
MSU Extension Field Crops AoE 
team with funding from Project 
GREEEN (Generating Research 
and Extension to meet Economic 
and Environmental Needs), the 
state’s plant agriculture initiative 
at MSU.  

New CD From MSU Offers Field Crop Information

beans, forages, sugar beets and 
potatoes will want to invest in the 
CD.
 “The CD is organized to pro-
vide quick, easy access to all of the 
bulletins, fact sheets and research 
reports from MSU in one place for 
growers, agribusiness and indus-
try professionals,” says Dennis 
Pennington, Barry County MSU 
Extension educator. “This resource 
will help the field crop industry to 
gain access to pertinent informa-
tion in a timely fashion to make 
business management decisions.”
 The CD costs $25 and will 
be available at upcoming corn 
and soybean meetings. It is also 
available at county MSU Exten-
sion offices. Windows 98 or above 

District 1

Thursday, February 16
11:00 a.m.
Gene Davis Banquet Center,  
Jackson

District 2

Monday, February 20
11:00 a.m.
Das Dutchman Essenhaus, 
Middlebury, IN

District 4

Tuesday, February 21
11:00 a.m.
Coyote Creek Grille,
Diamondale
District 5

Tuesday, February 14
11:00 a.m.
New Hope United Methodist 
Church, Remus

2006 MMPA District Meeting Schedule
District 6

Monday, February 13
11:00 a.m.
Main Street Cafe, St. Johns

District 7

Wednesday, February 22
11:00 a.m.
Walli’s - East, Flint

District 8

Tuesday, February 28
11:00 a.m.
Ubly Heights Golf Course, Ubly

District 10

Tuesday, February 21
10:15 a.m.
Valley Plaza Conference Center, 
Midland

District 11

Tuesday, February 14
11:00 a.m.
Swan Inn, Comstock Park

District 12

Friday, February 17
11:00 a.m.
United Methodist Church,  
Engadine


