
MMPA Member Testing Fees
• Scheduled Herd Tests: $1 per sample 
 – The samples can be tested for any of the  
following:  Culture for Streptococcus agalactiae, 
Strep non ag, Staphylococcus aureus, coagulase 
negative staph, total coliform, E-Coli. In addition, 
samples can be tested for somatic cell count, raw 
bacteria count, and components.
 – All herd tests with more than 10 samples must 
schedule with the laboratory through your MMPA 
Member Representative. Ten or more unscheduled cow 
samples will be charged at $2 per sample.

• Mycoplasma Cultures: $8 per sample

• Bacteriology Cultures: $12 per sample 
 - Includes identification of bacteria and drug susceptibility.

• Johne’s Milk Test: $ 6 per sample

• Bovine Leukosis Test: $ 6 per sample

 Payment for testing will be made through  
an automatic milk check deduction.  

Quality Watch >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

By Gary Trimner
Director, Member Services/Quality Control

Is Johne’s Disease Robbing Your 
Farm of Profits?

Johne’s disease (pronounced 
“yo-knees”), or paratuberculo-
sis, is an untreatable, chronic, 

progressive, infectious disease 
that primarily affects the intestinal 
tract of cattle and is caused by the 
bacteria Mycobacterium avium 
subspecies paratuberculosis 
(MAP). Johne’s is not a new cattle 
disease. It was first identified in 
cattle over 100 years ago. How-
ever, since the late 1980s and early 
1990s veterinarians and research-
ers have paid more attention to 
this profit-robbing disease.
 A national study of U.S. dair-
ies conducted by USDA-APHIS-
VS, National Animal Health Moni-
toring System (NAHMS) Dairy 
‘96, found that approximately 22 
percent of U.S. dairy farms have at 
least 10 percent of the herd infect-
ed with clinical signs of Johne’s 

disease. The study determined 
that infected herds experience 
an average loss of $40 per cow in 
herds with a low Johne’s disease 
clinical cull rate while herds with 
a high Johne’s disease clinical cull 
rate lost on average of $227 per 
cow. 
 A 1999 Michigan State Univer-
sity study of 121 Michigan herds 
led researchers to conclude that 55 
percent of Michigan’s dairy herds 
have two or more animals carry-
ing Johne’s. This disease is costing  

U.S. dairy producers more than 
$200 million a year with Michigan 
dairy industry losing approxi-
mately $35 million annually! A 
new study is being conducted this 
summer by MSU to determine the 
current prevalence of Johne’s in 
Michigan.
 The goal of the U.S. Johne’s 
disease control program is to 
significantly reduce the prevalence 
of Johne’s disease and the subse-
quent economic loss to producers. 
The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) has developed a 
National Johne’s Control Program 
that states have modeled their 
Johne’s disease control program 
after. Each state has adopted their 
own program and established 
how Johne’s funds will be admin-
istered.

All tests must be scheduled through your MMPA Member Representative or the laboratory. 

Johne’s disease is cost-
ing U.S. dairy produc-
ers more than $200 
million a year with 
Michigan dairy industry 
losing approximately 
$35 million annually! 
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Somatic Cell Count premiums and deductions  
(in addition to Federal Order SCC Adjustments 

computed in the producer pay price) will be paid 
at the following levels:
• 50,000 or below   +50¢/cwt.
• 51,000 - 75,000     +45¢/cwt.
• 76,000 - 100,000   +40¢/cwt.
• 101,000 - 125,000 +35¢/cwt.
• 126,000 - 150,000 +30¢/cwt.
• 151,000 - 175,000 +25¢/cwt.
• 176,000 - 200,000 +20¢/cwt.
• 201,000 - 225,000 +15¢/cwt.
• 226,000 - 275,000 +05¢/cwt.
• 501,000 - 600,000 -05¢/cwt.
• 601,000 - 750,000 -25¢/cwt.
• Over 750,000 -$1/cwt.

A payment of 5¢/cwt. will be added for each of  
the following, if the count is equal to or below:
• 10,000 Raw Bacteria Count
• 20,000 Pre-Incubated (PI) Count

There will be a deduction of 10¢/cwt. for:
• Greater than 100,000 Raw Bacteria Count

A high raw count deduction will be waived if the producer has 
received the quality premium the previous three months for 
raw bacteria count.
To qualify for Raw, PI and Somatic Cell Count 
premiums there must not be any of the following 
during the month:
• Positive drug residue 
• Abnormal freeze points
• High load count shipment or rejected load  
shipment
• #3 or #4 sediment *
• Raw Bacteria count over 100,000 *
The count levels for raw and PI will be determined 
on one test run per month. 
* Note: These do not affect the somatic cell count  
premium.
To qualify for MMPA volume premiums there  
must be:
• No abnormal freeze points during the month
• An average somatic cell count of 750,000 
or less.

MMPA Quality Premium Program

How does the Johne’s 
Disease Control 
Program work?
 
 MMPA has been actively 
involved with MSU, Michigan 
Department of Agriculture (MDA) 
and USDA in the development of 
and administering the Michigan 
Voluntary Johne’s Disease Control 
Program. MMPA Member Rep-
resentatives participated in the 
Johne’s disease control training 
approximately three years ago. 
The national program requires 
retraining every three years. As a 
result, our member representatives 
again attended Johne’s Disease 
Control training at MSU conduct-
ed by MSU, MDA and USDA in 
July. The training programs teach 
member representatives about 
the disease, how to conduct risk 
assessments, and establish control 
programs on farms. 
 Michigan Bovine Veterinary 
Practitioners have also participat-
ed in Johne’s disease training. This 

training is required for veterinar-
ians to develop herd management 
programs for producers to be cer-
tified Johne’s free or to work with 
farms that have Johne’s to develop 
a control program.
 The Johne’s Disease Control 
Program consist of three stages: 
Risk Assessment, Herd Plan, and 
Testing. MMPA Member Repre-
sentatives have been conduct-
ing risk assessments on member 
farms for the past two years at the 
request of members. These risk 
assessments are being shared with 
the producer’s veterinarian if the 
producer wishes. 
 In addition to the risk assess-
ments, MMPA has been involved 
in the Johne’s testing program to 
assist members in determining the 
prevalence of Johne’s infection in 
their herd. Producers are able to 
submit milk samples through their 
milk hauler to the Novi laboratory. 
Those samples are then delivered 
to Antel Bio in East Lansing for 
Johne’s testing. The testing cost 
of $6 per sample is then deducted 
from the member’s milk check. 

 The risk assessments con-
ducted by MMPA Member Rep-
resentatives helps members to 
identify and determine the risk 
factors important in the spread of 
Johne’s. The herd plans developed 
by veterinarians lay out a strategy 
for preventing and eliminating the 
disease from the herds.
 In Michigan, there are current-
ly funds available to offset the cost 
of testing and development of the 
herd plan. The funds for testing 
are available for blood and fecal 
tests only. No funds are available 
for milk testing. Other states have 
similar cost share programs. Avail-
ability of these funds is contingent 
upon federal and state budgets.
 MMPA has been actively 
involved in the Johne’s Disease 
Control program, not only because 
of the economic impact of Johne’s, 
but also to help control or prevent 
other diseases that are fecal to oral 
contracted. Many practices used 
to control Johne’s are also used to 
control mastitis. 

Continued on page 9
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REGISTERED HOLSTEIN BULLS
OVER 100 SERVICE AGE BULLS FOR 
YOUR SELECTION!  A SPECIAL HERD 
SIRE OR A TRUCK LOAD OF BREEDER 
BULLS.  READY TO GO TO WORK ON 
YOUR FARM!

GREEN MEADOW FARMS

● SIRED BY THE TOP SIRES FROM   
 THE U.S. AND CANADA

● FROM OUR TOP PRODUCTION   
 COWS.

6400 HOLLISTER RD.

ELSIE, MI 48831

PH: 989-862-4291

Michigan Mandatory ID Update

According to Michigan Department of Agriculture officials, the 
Michigan Mandatory Cattle Identification Program is picking up 

speed. Producers are steadily obtaining premises numbers and many 
have begun to order Radio Frequency Identification Device (RFID) tags. 
As of July 10, 2006, there were 14,347 premises registered in USDA’s na-
tional database. This number represents cattle, swine, sheep, and some 
cervid operations. All states in the United States are registering premis-
es to meet the USDA deadline of January 2009 for premises registration.  
 In Michigan, 1,246 producers have ordered 112,500 RFID tags. The 
RFID tags will be required for all Michigan cattle moving from premises 
starting March 1, 2007. Producers are encouraged to order their tags 
now to avoid the rush.
 To receive premises ID, order tags, or for more information, contact 
MDA at 1-866-870-5136. Additional facts are available at www.michi-
gan.gov/mda.

Continued from page 7
Quality Watch

 It is important to note that 
Johne’s disease cannot be treated, 
making PREVENTION the best 
medicine. To reduce Johne’s risks 
on the farm, producers should 
always strive to:
 •Follow good management 
practices. 
 • Keep everything clean 
from the feeding equipment to 
the environment and control 
flies. 
 • Prevent newborn calves 
from sucking on manure covered 
teats, udders, pails, bottles, pens, 
hutches, or anything else they 
can come in contact that may 
have manure on it. 
 • Use tuberculocidal disin-
fectants on calf feeding equip-
ment and facilities. 
 • Do not feed colostrum or 
milk from cows who have tested 
positive for Johne’s. 
 • Make sure you feed calf 
milk replacers to prevent the 
spread of Johne’s to your future 
herd. MMPA has a special milk 
replacer offer for members who 
conduct risk assessment with 
membership representatives. 
Please contact your membership 
representative for promotion 
details and risk assessment. 
 Additional information on 
Johne’s disease is available at: 
www.cvm.msu.edu/extension/
johnes. 
 Indiana producers can con-
tact the Indiana State Board of 
Animal Health at (877) 747-3038 
for more information on Indi-
ana’s Voluntary Johne’s Program.

The Environmental Protection 
Agency announced proposed 

revisions to the 2003 CAFO NP-
DES Rule, which are result of the 
Second Circuit Court decision in 
the Waterkeeper Alliance et al. vs. 
EPA case. 
 EPA is proposing several sig-
nificant changes to the 2003 rule 
that will impact dairy operations. 
A few of the proposed changes to 
the 2003 CAFO rule are:
 • CAFOs with the potential 
to discharge will not be required 
to get a permit, only CAFOs that 
actually discharge or propose to 
discharge will need to obtain an 
NPDES permit. 
 • The CAFO’s Nutrient 
Management Plan (NMP) must 

be incorporated in the permit and 
reviewed by the permit authority. 
The NMP will also be available for 
public review.
 • EPA proposes to clarify its 
selection of best conventional tech-
nology for fecal coliform bacteria.
 • CAFOs land applying ma-
nure or processed wastewater may 
not need NPDES permits if the 
only discharge from those facilities 
is agricultural stormwater.
 Once EPA publishes the pro-
posed rule in the Federal Register,  
there will be a 45 day comment 
period. NMPF will be developing 
comments to submit to EPA.

EPA Announces Proposed CAFO NPDES Rule 
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