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Upcoming Events

News & Views >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

USDA Creates Guide 
to Help Producers 
Protect Food Supply

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture has released a guide 

entitled “Pre-Harvest Security 
Guidelines and Checklist 2006”, 
available online to help agricul-
tural producers enhance security 
at the farm level. These practical 
measures help to protect against 
natural disasters, as well as the 
unintentional or intentional 
introduction of plant or animal 
diseases.
 The voluntary guidelines and 
checklists were developed based 
on recommendations by produc-
ers throughout the United States. 
Guidelines are developed for gen-
eral agriculture; dairy; crops; cattle 
and poultry security.
 This guide is the latest in a 
series of materials produced by 
USDA to bolster food and agricul-
ture security. USDA continues to 
work closely with its federal, state 
and local government partners as 
well as industry stakeholders to 
develop sector-wide guidelines. 
For instance, guidance has been is-
sued by USDA for food processors 
and distributors, and for agricul-
tural transporters in coordination 
with the trucking industry. 
 To view and print the publica-
tion, go to: www.usda.gov/docu-
ments/PreHarvestSecurity_final.
pdf

June Class III Price 
Up 46 Cents

The June Class III price is 
$11.29, up 46 cents from May, 

but down $2.63 from a year ago. 
The June Class IV is $10.22, down 
11 cents from May.

Low-Stress Cattle Handling, Facilities Design 
Workshop Slated for August 5  

Managing cattle to put less stress on them means improved animal 
performance, less animal morbidity, fewer medical treatment 

costs, fewer injuries to cattle and people, and fewer damages to facili-
ties. 
 A cattle handling workshop set for August 5 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
in Vicksburg will feature principles and techniques for low-stress cattle 
handling and highlight the advantages and disadvantages in the design 
of two cattle-handling facilities. The workshop will be held at the Os-
walt Farm, at 10144 XY Avenue.
 Dairy and beef cattle producers can learn techniques to minimize 
the stress put on animals and get hands-on experience in applying 
these techniques at the workshop. They can also learn about and see the 
advantages and disadvantages in the design of two handling facilities 
under real-life handling conditions. 
 Attendees will have the opportunity to work with the workshop’s 
guest speaker, Guy Glosson, a cattle handling expert and manager of 
the 33,000-acre Mesquite Grove Ranch, a 600-head mixed-breed opera-
tion near Jayton, Texas. Glosson, who has taught low-stress animal han-
dling as developed by Bud Williams for more than five years in Texas, 
Montana, New Mexico, Hawaii and Africa, will explain techniques and 
principles for low-stress cattle handling and discuss his views on vari-
ous handling facility designs using the old cattle-handling facility on 
the Oswalt Farm and the new Powder River facilities as examples. 
 To get more information on this event or to register, call the St. 
Joseph County MSU Extension office at (269) 467-5511. 

Dee Holley Retiring

Dee Holley, Producer Merchandise Supervisor at the St. Louis Ware-
house, will retire after 30 years of service with MMPA, effective Au-

gust 1, 2006. Joe Mishler, MMPA Member Representative, will assume 
the responsibilities of managing the Producer Merchandise Department. 
MMPA extends our sincere appreciation to Dee for her dedicated service 
to the cooperative and its members. We wish Dee well in retirement. 

8 August 2006



>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

REGISTERED HOLSTEIN BULLS
OVER 100 SERVICE AGE BULLS FOR 
YOUR SELECTION!  A SPECIAL HERD 
SIRE OR A TRUCK LOAD OF BREEDER 
BULLS.  READY TO GO TO WORK ON 
YOUR FARM!

GREEN MEADOW FARMS

● SIRED BY THE TOP SIRES FROM   
 THE U.S. AND CANADA

● FROM OUR TOP PRODUCTION   
 COWS.

6400 HOLLISTER RD.

ELSIE, MI 48831

PH: 989-862-4291

Michigan Mandatory ID Update

According to Michigan Department of Agriculture officials, the 
Michigan Mandatory Cattle Identification Program is picking up 

speed. Producers are steadily obtaining premises numbers and many 
have begun to order Radio Frequency Identification Device (RFID) tags. 
As of July 10, 2006, there were 14,347 premises registered in USDA’s na-
tional database. This number represents cattle, swine, sheep, and some 
cervid operations. All states in the United States are registering premis-
es to meet the USDA deadline of January 2009 for premises registration.  
 In Michigan, 1,246 producers have ordered 112,500 RFID tags. The 
RFID tags will be required for all Michigan cattle moving from premises 
starting March 1, 2007. Producers are encouraged to order their tags 
now to avoid the rush.
 To receive premises ID, order tags, or for more information, contact 
MDA at 1-866-870-5136. Additional facts are available at www.michi-
gan.gov/mda.

Continued from page 7
Quality Watch

 It is important to note that 
Johne’s disease cannot be treated, 
making PREVENTION the best 
medicine. To reduce Johne’s risks 
on the farm, producers should 
always strive to:
 •Follow good management 
practices. 
 • Keep everything clean 
from the feeding equipment to 
the environment and control 
flies. 
 • Prevent newborn calves 
from sucking on manure covered 
teats, udders, pails, bottles, pens, 
hutches, or anything else they 
can come in contact that may 
have manure on it. 
 • Use tuberculocidal disin-
fectants on calf feeding equip-
ment and facilities. 
 • Do not feed colostrum or 
milk from cows who have tested 
positive for Johne’s. 
 • Make sure you feed calf 
milk replacers to prevent the 
spread of Johne’s to your future 
herd. MMPA has a special milk 
replacer offer for members who 
conduct risk assessment with 
membership representatives. 
Please contact your membership 
representative for promotion 
details and risk assessment. 
 Additional information on 
Johne’s disease is available at: 
www.cvm.msu.edu/extension/
johnes. 
 Indiana producers can con-
tact the Indiana State Board of 
Animal Health at (877) 747-3038 
for more information on Indi-
ana’s Voluntary Johne’s Program.

The Environmental Protection 
Agency announced proposed 

revisions to the 2003 CAFO NP-
DES Rule, which are result of the 
Second Circuit Court decision in 
the Waterkeeper Alliance et al. vs. 
EPA case. 
 EPA is proposing several sig-
nificant changes to the 2003 rule 
that will impact dairy operations. 
A few of the proposed changes to 
the 2003 CAFO rule are:
 • CAFOs with the potential 
to discharge will not be required 
to get a permit, only CAFOs that 
actually discharge or propose to 
discharge will need to obtain an 
NPDES permit. 
 • The CAFO’s Nutrient 
Management Plan (NMP) must 

be incorporated in the permit and 
reviewed by the permit authority. 
The NMP will also be available for 
public review.
 • EPA proposes to clarify its 
selection of best conventional tech-
nology for fecal coliform bacteria.
 • CAFOs land applying ma-
nure or processed wastewater may 
not need NPDES permits if the 
only discharge from those facilities 
is agricultural stormwater.
 Once EPA publishes the pro-
posed rule in the Federal Register,  
there will be a 45 day comment 
period. NMPF will be developing 
comments to submit to EPA.

EPA Announces Proposed CAFO NPDES Rule 
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