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July Class III Price 
Up 43 Cents

The Class III price for July is 
$14.35, up 43 cents from the 

prior month, but down 50 cents 
from a year ago.  The Class IV 
price for July is $13.17, up 84 cents 
from June but 14 cents lower than 
last July. 

Bush Signs CAFTA

President Bush recently signed a free-trade agreement with Central 
America, a top legislative priority that Bush won only by the nar-

rowest of margins after a bitter fight in Congress over the direction of 
U.S. trade policy.
 CAFTA eliminates tariffs on U.S. exports to Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and the Dominican Republic. It also 
locks in and expands the duty-free access those countries already have 
to the U.S. market.
 The pact could boost U.S. farm exports to the region by $1.5 billion 
annually, according to the American Farm Bureau Federation. NMPF 
supported the agreement because it meets the criteria of being mutually 
advantageous for the countries involved. 
 “DR-CAFTA is a clear-cut win for U.S. dairy producers, offering 
us new opportunities with little downside potential, which we believe 
can’t be said about all the free trade agreements we have signed,” says 
Jerry Kozak, president and CEO of NMPF. 

MAEAP Harvests Program Recognition

Michigan’s legislative leaders have shown recent bipartisan sup-
port of MAEAP. On Wednesday, June 29, the Michigan House of 

Representatives passed a resolution that salutes MAEAP as an outstand-
ing program and indicates the support of the legislative body for the 
program. The resolution also encourages the continued partnering by 
both MDA and DEQ, along with maximum participation by the state’s 
farmers. On Thursday, June 30, the Senate passed a similar resolution.
 MAEAP was also selected as a regional finalist in the 2005 Innova-
tions Awards Program of the Council of State Governments. A total of 10 
programs that represent exemplary and innovative state initiatives were 
selected from numerous programs submitted by all branches of govern-
ment in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota and Wisconsin. The Awards Program 
is designed to give greater visibility to select programs and to facilitate 
the transfer of those successful experiences to other states.
 In addition, the MAEAP story is included as a full case study 
description in the White House Conference on Cooperative Conserva-
tion compendium of the top 150 entries from around the country. A key 
component of the conference that convenes August 29 is to learn what 
Americans are doing within their communities and in cooperation with 
others to steward and conserve the nation’s national resources – and to 
share the lessons, information, and resources that are critical to every-
one’s conservation success.

Respected MMPA 
Member Dies

MMPA member Wayne Web-
ster, 40, of Elsie, Mich. died 

Sunday, July 31, 2005 in Clinton 
County as a result of an automo-
bile accident. 
 Wayne and his wife, Margie, 
farmed in partnership with his 
parents, Larry and Catherine 
Webster, at Webster Ridge Dairy 
in Elsie. He was well respected by 
members of the farming commu-
nity as well as the organizations 
he was associated with. Wayne 
and Margie were last year’s 
MMPA District 6 OYDC. He was a 
member of the Young Dairy Farm-
ers and Farm Bureau. 
 He is survived by wife, 
Margery Webster; 2 sons, Kelvin 
and Justin Webster; parents, Larry 
and Cathy Webster; sister, Mi-
chelle and Jeff Hammond; niece, 
Madison; grandparents, Jerry and 
Juanita Carroll and Marjorie Web-
ster; parents-in-law, Velmar and 
Margaret Green; brother-in-law, 
Craig and Darcy Green; and many 
aunts, uncles, and cousins. He was 
predeceased by his grandfather, 
Glenn Webster.  
 Memorials may be made to a 
fund for his children’s education 
or Mothers Against Drunk Drivers. 
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Lewises Named 
2005 OYDC

Bruce and Jennifer Lewis of 
Jonesville, Mich. have been 

named MMPA’s Outstanding 
Young Dairy Cooperators. The 
Lewises were selected by a panel 
of judges after the annual OYDC 
Conference held August 3-5. 
They represent MMPA District 
1 and the Hillsdale-Litchfi eld 
Local. As MMPA OYDC, they 
will represent MMPA at various 
events including the National 
Milk Producers Federation An-
nual Meeting in November. 
 Leroy and Stephanie Scha-
fer of Pewamo, Mich. were 
named the OYDC Runners-up. 
The Schafers represent MMPA 
District 6 and the Mid-Michigan 
Local.
 Highlights of the OYDC 
conference appear on page 18 of 
this issue. 
 The Lewises and the Schafers 
will be featured in the October 
Messenger. All of the District 
OYDC representatives will be 
featured in upcoming issues of 
the Messenger. 

Learn About Grazing Management at MSU 
Extension Program

Farmers and livestock producers looking for grazing information can 
attend a Michigan State University (MSU) Extension grazing school 

in northern Michigan this fall.
 Participants will hear presentations and get hands-on experience 
involving principles of pasture management, fencing, watering systems 
and livestock management for intensive grazing systems.
 “This hands-on school is offered to a variety of livestock producers, 
whether beef, sheep, dairy or horse owners, who want to maximize the 
potential of their pastures and reduce their dependency on supplemen-
tal feeding,” says Norman Suverly, district livestock MSU Extension 
educator. 
 Presenters will include MSU Extension livestock educators, forage 
specialists, Natural Resources Conservation Service staff members and 
Michigan Groundwater Stewardship Program technicians.
 The program will take place at the Steve Fitzner Farm in Wolverine, 
Mich., September 17 and will be repeated at the Byelich Farm in Harris-
ville, Mich., September 24. Both sessions will run from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 The $30 registration fee is due September 9 and includes lunch and 
a reference book. Additional family members can register for $15. To 
register, call Suverly at (989)724-6478 or e-mail him at suverly@msu.edu.
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Ask your representative 
for a complete list of 
high fertility Sires.


