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Upcoming Events

October

5    MMPA Advisory Committee Meeting – Lansing

November

21    MMPA Leaders’ Conference – East Lansing
29 - Dec. 2   NMPF/UDIA/NDB Joint Annual Meeting  
       – San Francisco, CA

News & Views>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

August Class III Price 
Down 75 Cents

The Class III price for August is 
$13.60, down 75 cents from last 

month, and down 44 cents from a 
year ago. This is the lowest Class 
III price since February 2004. The 
August Class IV price is $13.44, up 
27 cents from July and up 98 cents 
from last year.

MMPA Ranks Among 
Top 100 
Co-ops

Michigan 
Milk 

Producers As-
sociation ranks 
68 on National Cooperative Bank’s 
(NCB) 2004 Co-op 100 list. NCB 
releases the list every October to 
coincide with National Coopera-
tive Month as a way to promote 
the vital role cooperatives play in 
the U.S. economy. In 2003, MMPA 
ranked 81 on the list.
 The list ranks the top 100 
U.S. cooperatives by revenue. It 
includes cooperatives from all in-
dustry sectors, including agricul-
ture, energy and communications, 
lumber and hardware, finance and 
grocery. Today, nearly 50 percent 
of the U.S. population is an owner-
member of at least one of nearly 
50,000 cooperatives. Combined, 
America’s cooperatives generate 
billions of dollars of revenue every 
year. 

USDA Supports Private Database For 
Animal ID

Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns announced in August a plan to 
help implement the National Animal Identification System (NAIS), 

which includes the possibility of utilizing a private database system to 
house premise and animal registration information. 
 The goal of the NAIS system is to identify within 48 hours the 
herdmates and home farm of livestock. It would assign a premises ID 
number to livestock producers, as well as give ID numbers to animals as 
they move from farm to market and packing plant annually.
 There has been concern about maintaining the privacy and propri-
ety of livestock information. Johanns said that using a private sector 
system “allows the industry to continue developing databases that 
house animal movement information and we envision those databases 
feeding a single, privately-held repository that we can access.” 
 Private groups, such as the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, 
say they can set up a traceback system by early 2006. That would be 
three years faster than USDA’s timeline for a fully functional federal 
system. NMPF has discussed with NCBA the merits of a private trace-
back system, and is also discussing with other dairy cattle organizations 
how best to implement an animal ID program specific to dairy farmers.
 Johanns says there are a number of ideas as to how this can be ac-
complished, and USDA wants to consider all of them. He indicated that 
the USDA will be scheduling a stakeholder meeting this fall to clarify 
expectations for the private tracking system and discuss user require-
ments in system specifications.
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 When submitting samples 
to Antel-Bio, the “Antel-Bio” 
card must be filled out with the 
appropriate test marked and 
must accompany the samples to 
the laboratory. In addition, the 
Antel-Bio submission form must 
be filled out completely; indicat-
ing the producer information as 
well as the preferred method for 
dissemination of results. Al-
though Johne’s and BLV are two 
different tests that can be run on 
the same sample, producers will 
be charged for each test marked 
on the card. Samples should be 
frozen or preserved if delivery to 
the laboratory is delayed. 

Sending in Samples
 MMPA Member Representa-
tives have the sampling instruc-
tions, appropriate forms, submis-
sion cards and supplies necessary 
to submit samples for testing by 
outside laboratories. Samples can 
be sent in with your milk hauler. 
Once the samples arrive at the 
Novi laboratory, they are pro-
cessed and delivered on Tuesdays 
to the appropriate laboratory, 
either MSU DCPAH or Antel-Bio. 
Samples that are received before 
Tuesday are frozen to ensure 
freshness until they are delivered 
to the appropriate laboratory. 
 Samples and appropriate 
forms can also be delivered via 
a courier or in person to MSU 
DCPAH or Antel-Bio.

Continued from page 7

Quality Watch

Dairy Relief, in conjunction 
with the National Milk Pro-

ducers Federation, has set up a 
special fund for dairy farmers and 
other interested parties to donate 
money to the victims of Hurri-
cane Katrina. Early estimates say 
this natural disaster could cost 
anywhere from $10 to $25 billion, 
which would be the largest loss 
from a single event since Sept. 11, 
2001.  
 “Dairy Relief has discovered 
that people in the dairy commu-
nity always step up to contribute 
when others are in need,” said 
Carl Baumann, Executive Director 
of Dairy Relief.  “That is why we 
have set up this fund to assist the 
millions of people affected by this 
disaster.” 
 The money collected through 
Dairy Relief, Inc., will be sent 

Dairy Relief-Hurricane Fund Helps 
Hurricane Katrina Victims

to the American Red Cross. All 
contributions made to the “Dairy 
Relief-Hurricane Fund” ultimately 
will be donated to the victims and 
their families.
 “At times like these dairy 
farmers across the country have 
demonstrated their compassion, 
we once again are providing an 
easy way for you to help where 
there is massive loss and destruc-
tion,” said Jerry Kozak, President 
& CEO of NMPF. 
 In September, MMPA em-
ployees donated over $2,500 to 
the Dairy Relief Hurricane Fund. 
Individual donations came from 
employees at all MMPA locations 
as well as funds generated from a 
silent auction held in Novi.
 Tax-deductible contributions 
should be mailed to the “Dairy 
Relief – Hurricane Fund,” c/o the 
National Milk Producers Federa-
tion, 2101 Wilson Blvd., Suite 400, 
Arlington, VA 22201.  
 Formed in 1998, Dairy Relief is 
the only U.S.-based charitable or-
ganization whose sole purpose is 
providing quality American dairy 
products to needy people around 
the world. Dairy Relief is run by 
a volunteer board of dairy farm-
ers and dairy cooperative execu-
tives.  Dairy Relief accepts either 
tax-deductible cash contributions, 
or in-kind product contributions. 
For more information on Dairy 
Relief, Inc., contact Carl Baumann 
at (618) 654-3676.

PTO and Automatic 
Start Generators
1-800-248-8070

M-40 South 
Hamilton, MI 49419

Producers scoring 95 

percent or more on 

Grade A Surveys and 

Federal Check Ratings

MMPA Wisconsin
August 2005
 
*Van De Walle Farms Inc.

*Scored 100 percent


