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September Class Il
Price Up 70 Cents

he Class III price for Septem-

ber is $14.30, up 70 cents from
August, but down 42 cents from
a year ago. The Class IV price is
$13.75, up 31 cents from August.

Michigan Cow Tops
Central National
Junior Jersey Show

mart Remake Enchantment

exhibited by MMPA member
Craig A. Martin of Olivet, Mich.,
took home Grand Champion hon-
ors at the Central National Junior
Jersey Show held in conjunction
with the Central National Jersey
Show at the World Dairy Expo.
Enchantment is sired by Rock Ella
Remake-ET and her dam is Jaspar
Regals Eclair.

Producers scoring 95

percent or more on

Grade A Surveys and
Federal Check Ratings

MMPA Remus
September 2005

Curry Farms *

Laverne Miller*

Ronald D. Huyck*

Denis L. Garvin*®

David A. Lamb

W R L Daniels Farm

Foxes Dairy Farm

Wayne U. Bancroft

Matthew J. and James C. Sterly

Twin Dairy

County Line Dairy LLC
*Scored 100 percent
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National Animal Identification Gets Extra
Push From IDairy

he dairy industry has put itself on center stage at the World Dairy

Expo (WDE) in the animal identification arena. IDairy, a group of six
leading dairy organizations, announced during WDE that it will work to
facilitate a national animal ID system.

Representatives from the American Jersey Cattle Association, Hol-
stein Association USA, Inc., National Association for Animal Breeders,
National Dairy Herd Improvement Association, National Milk Produc-
ers Federation and Professional Dairy Heifer Growers Association all
came together to urge dairy producers to register their farm premises as
the first step toward a national animal ID program.

“We cannot wait for the government, other industries or an animal
disease to force dairy farmers into an animal identification system.
We need to come together as an industry and protect the dairy sector
through national animal ID,” said the newly formed IDairy organiza-
tion.

While the U.S. Department of Agriculture decides on the logistics of
anational ID system, IDairy will take steps to further the dairy industry
along in the process. The industry is uniquely positioned because more
than half of the 9 million milking cows are already identified through
dairy organizations.

IDairy hopes to have all dairy cows identified prior to the 2009 goal
set by USDA. In order to accomplish this, IDairy has three phases. The
first phase is to have farmers register their premises; next, farmers have
to identify each animal; and finally, the transfer of data from the indi-
vidual systems to a national database will be the third phase of IDairy.

IDairy will soon be able to track how many premises are registered
and provide information to dairy farmers to make each step of this
process as seamless as possible. Down the road, IDairy will provide tag
criteria and specific instructions on the best method of identifying each
dairy animal.

Visit www.idairy.org for the most up to date information involving
national animal ID and the organizations involved.

Upcoming Events

November

21 MMPA Leaders’ Conference — East Lansing

29 - Dec. 2 NMPF /UDIA /NDB Joint Annual Meeting
— San Francisco, CA

December

7 MMPA Advisory Committee Meeting — Novi



Final Court Decision Confirms
Constitutionality of Dairy Checkoff

he U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit in Philadelphia af-

firmed the constitutionality of the dairy producer-funded checkoff
program in early October, reversing a decision made by the court in
February 2004. This ruling, which marks the formal conclusion of the
legal challenge against the producer-funded dairy checkoff program,
follows the U.S. Supreme Court decision in May 2005 that rejected a
First Amendment challenge against the beef checkoff program.

“This ruling is good news for America’s dairy producers as their
investment in promotion and research helps build sales for U.S.-pro-
duced dairy products and ingredients,” said Paul Rovey, an Arizona
dairy producer and chairman of Dairy Management Inc., which man-
ages the national dairy checkoff program. “We’re working hard to help
develop lifelong dairy consumers through powerful partnerships that
provide a long-term value to producers nationwide.”

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, per capita total
dairy consumption has increased by more than 13 percent since 1983,
when the national checkoff program was created. Today, the average
person consumes more than 592 pounds of dairy products on a total
solids basis, compared to 522 in 1983.

F.D.A. Proposes New Restrictions on
Animal Feed

he Food and Drug Administration has proposed new rules to pre-
vent the spread of mad cow disease by banning brains and spinal
cords from older cows in all animal feed.

But the rules are not as strict as those the agency proposed last
year. The new proposal removes the highest-risk neurological tissue
from the entire food chain, meaning that the potentially infectious tis-
sues of cattle can no longer be used in feed for any animals, including
pet food for non-ruminant animals.

The FDA did not, as it was first rumored, ban the feeding of poul-
try litter to cattle, nor did it ban calf milk replacemer made from cow
blood and fat. In the rules proposed in early 2004, poultry litter and
plant waste would have been banned.

Dr. Stephen Sundlof of the FDA’s Center for Veterinary Medicine,
said removing the brains and spinal cords of older cattle would re-
move 90 percent of potentially infectious matter from all animal feed.

The FDA has also considered the cost to industry. Getting rid of
just brains and spines from older cattle, he said, would create only 64
million pounds of waste that renderers would have to burn or bury,
and would cost only about $14 million or about two billion pounds of
waste, which he said would be an environmental problem and a big
expense for the industry.

The rules will not be adopted until sometime next year, after a
comment period ends on December 19.
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Environmental Sciences
In-House Drlling
Material Testing Laboratory

AGRICULTURAL
SERVICES

Waste Storage Facility Design

Agrichemical Contalnment
Facility Design

Silage Leachate Containment

CHMP Existing Component
Evaluathons

Retaining Wall Design
Structural Evaluations
Stommwater Management
Sand Separation Systems
Soil & Groundwater Evaluations
NPDES Permitiing
Ergsaon Control Planning
Wetland Consulting

PLEASE CONTACT
Eric Rupprecht, PE
1.888.752.6500

erupprecht®aficoxassociates.com _

OFFICES STATEWIDE
Alpena - Bad Axe - Brown City
Cadillac - Caledonia
Farmington Hills - Flint
Lansing - Saginaw
Escanaba - Sault Ste. Marie
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