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January Class il
Price Down $2.00

he Class III price for January

is $14.14, down $2.00 from
December, but up $2.53 from a
year ago. The January Class IV
price is $12.52, down 90 cents from
December.

USDA Budget
Extends MILC, But
Cuts Price Support
Program

he Bush Administration’s

budget for Fiscal Year 2006
—released in February — calls
for major reductions in farm
programs, but it does include a
two-year extension of the Milk
Income Loss Contract program.
The White House estimates the
cost of an extension at $600 mil-
lion per year, about the same
amount that other farm programs
will be cut.

One of the programs singled
out for cuts is the dairy price
support program, which is slated
for a $130 million reduction in FY
2006. The White House calcu-
lates that it can reduce the price
support program by giving the
USDA the ability to more fre-
quently adjust the butter/ powder
price support tilt ratio in ways
that would minimize CCC dairy
expenditures.

The Bush budget does call
for future MILC payments, along
with other direct farm payments,
to be subject to an across the
board 5% cut, to help reduce the
deficit. Democrats in Congress,
including the entire Democratic
side of the House Agriculture
Committee, have already ex-
pressed their opposition to farm
program cuts, setting the stage
for a major showdown over the
President’s FY 2006 budget.
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NMPF Task Force To Address Air Quality Issues

he NMPF Environmental Task Force will hold its first meeting in
March to review the discussions between NMPF and EPA regarding
the compliance agreement and dairy air quality research. The task force
will also discuss the research that has been or is being conducted. It will
then determine what additional research is necessary and the fund-
ing options for that research and make recommendations to the NMPF
Board of Directors.

Last fall at the NMPF Environmental Issues Committee Meeting, an
Environmental Task Force was formed to provide leadership and direc-
tion for the U.S. dairy industry on environmental issues, specifically
related to air quality issues. The Task Force was also formed to ensure
the dairy industry was being proactive on air emission challenges.

Nearly 50 people were nominated from the various regions of the
country. In order for Task Force meetings to be as efficient and effective
as possible, a core group of approximately 30 producers and producer
representatives has been selected from those nominated to participate
in the first Task Force meeting. An advisory committee of the scientists
and air quality specialists nominated will also be established, with the
core group’s approval, to provide input and assistance to subsequent
meetings.

The EPA Air Compliance Agreement was published in the Federal
Register on January 31, 2005. At the NMPF Environmental Committee
meeting last fall, the overwhelming opinion of the participants was not
to participate in the agreement as an industry due to the lack of funding
for the monitoring study. Individual producers may decide it is in their
best interest to sign the agreement, but they should be advised that they
have 90 days from the agreement being published in the Federal Regis-
ter to make that decision.

Upcoming Events

March
4-12 Agriculture and Natural Resources Week at MSU
-East Lansing
10 Agriculture’s Conference on the Environment
- East Lansing
14 MMPA Resolutions Committee Meeting - Lansing
15 MMPA State Annual Delegate Meeting - Lansing
April

MMPA Advisory Committee Meeting — Novi
Young Cooperator Conference — Mt. Pleasant

13 Dairy Communicator Meeting —Lansing



New Research Says Burps, Not Manure, Are
Worst Cow Emissions

Air pollution regulators may have worried too much about the
wrong end of the dairy cow.

Researchers in California recently found that cow manure and
lagoons probably contribute less smog-making particles and gas than
previously suspected. Bovine belches look like the real culprit, re-
searchers say. Frank Mitloehner from University of California at Davis
made one of nine presentations in Fresno recently as part of a livestock
emissions symposium, called by the California Air Resources Board.

By current estimates, the cows produce about as much smog-mak-
ing gas as cars. The 25,000-square-mile San Joaquin Valley, home to
several of the nation’s largest milk-producing counties, has had more

daylong smog violations than any other place in the country since 1999.

But while California has been singling out dairy farms as prime targets
for pollution reduction, regulators are using 66 year-old cow pollution
estimates focusing on the wrong kind of gas. Mitloehner’s results indi-
cate cows might emit only half the current estimate.

Mitloehner created a laboratory-type experiment, making a tented
corral for cows. He wanted to get the animals away from the wind
and other elements to measure whatever gas he could find. He found
manure and urine, by themselves, did not produce as much potential
pollution as the cows themselves before they began making the waste.

USDA Launches New
Website On National
Animal ID

he USDA introduced a new

web site to inform stakeholders
about the National Animal Identi-
fication System (NAIS). The web
site is www.usda.gov /nais, and is
designed to be a one-stop resource
to facts about NAIS.

In addition to providing
national news, this site provides
contact information for state and
tribal animal health authorities.

With the implementation of
NAIS, USDA’s goal is to provide
animal health officials the ability to
identify all animals and premises
that have had contact with an ani-
mal disease within 48 hours after
discovery. As an information sys-
tem that provides for rapid tracing
of animals during an outbreak
situation, the NAIS will help limit
the scope of such outbreaks and
ensure that they are contained and
eradicated as quickly as possible.

Producers scoring 95 percent or more on Grade A Surveys and

Federal Check Ratings

MMPA Constantine Northern Harley Bontrager Jr.

Indiana Jerry D. Lehman
January 2005 Floyd E. Bontrager
*Lloyd Miller Ferman R. Bontrager
*Wilber Lee Hostetler Daniel C. Hochstetler
*Marion A. Miller

*Stephen H. Lambright MMPA Ovid North
Merle E. Miller January 2005

Michel A. Martin *Sanborn & Sons

Toby E. Yoder *Judge Dairy Farm Inc.
Perry H. Lambright *Gregory / Juliann Wardin
Raymond A. Miller *Bebow Dairy Inc.
Delmar J. Fry Friesen Farms Inc.

Jay H. Mast Jon Litwiller

Lonnie D. Beachy Howard C. Andersen II
Perry N. Lehman Ronald / Kevin Litwiller

Newlyn Toews

Vanderploeg Holsteins LLC
Doddedale Farms
Gary Curtiss

Douglas Curtiss

MMPA Ovid East
February 2005

*Green Meadow Farms Inc.

Ro-B Farms

J W / Frances / Lonnie Ward
Kenneth / Judy / Mark Kirkman
Vergin Farms

Lisa Wilson

Green Meadow Farms Inc.

Martin Bernath
*Scored 100 percent

Michigan Milk Messenger 9



