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he National Conference on
I Interstate Milk Shipments
(NCIMS) met May 12-17
in Columbus, Ohio to review 134
proposals submitted to revise

the Pasteurized Milk Ordinance
(PMO).

Of particular interest to dairy
farmers, the proposal to lower the
legal Somatic Cell Count (SCC) to
400,000 got very little to no sup-
port. The Scientific Committee,
Council One and delegate body
all voted to take no action on this
proposal. Proposals to reduce
legal SCC have received more
support at past conferences, but
a recent NMC study was unable
to prove that lowering the legal
limit from 750,000 to 400,000 had
a significant impact on improving
public health. Because the PMO is
primarily concerned with public
health, the study results provided
background for this year’s confer-
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NCIMS Conference

The NCIMS recognizes
Johne’s disease as a
significant issue and
passed the resolution
to send a message to
the dairy industry that
we had better start
paying attention to
Johne’s disease.

ence to again vote the proposal
down.

The decision to defeat the
proposal and the recent NMC
study should not give producers
the impression that having high
SCC is okay. Numerous studies
have proven elevated SCC low-
ers the quality of dairy products
and reduces fluid product shelf
life and cheese yields. The market
will continue to reward lower SCC

milk and penalize high SCC milk.

Farms with more than one
bulk tank may be interested to
learn that the proposal to have
official counts reported on a
weighted basis was also voted
down. This proposal was rejected
because not all labs and regulatory
agencies have access to producer
weights.

Two significant resolutions
were passed at the conference that
will affect dairy farmers. The first
was a resolution discouraging
the sale and consumption of raw
milk and encouraging individual
states to pass laws or adopt rules
that prohibit the sale of raw milk
directly to consumers. The con-
ference delegates unanimously
adopted the resolution.

The PMO was first adopted
because consumption of raw milk
frequently caused illnesses. The

MMPA Member Testing Fees

e Scheduled Herd Tests:

$1 per sample

— The samples can be tested for any of the fol-
lowing: Culture for Streptococcus agalactiae, Strep
non ag, Staphylococcus aureus, coagulase negative
staph, total coliform, E-Coli. In addition, samples

can be tested for somatic cell count, raw bacteria

count, and components.

— All herd tests with more than 10 samples must
schedule with the laboratory through your MMPA
Member Representative. Ten or more unscheduled cow
samples will be charged at $2 per sample.
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¢ Bovine Leukosis Test:

e MUN Test:

® Mycoplasma Cultures:

* Bacteriology Cultures:
- Includes identification of bacteria and drug susceptibility.

¢ Johne’s Milk Test:

$ 8 per sample
$10 per sample

$ 6 per sample
$ 6 per sample
$ 5 per sample

Payment for testing will be made through
an automatic milk check deduction.

All tests must be scheduled through your

MMPA Member Representative or the laboratory.



NCIMS and Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) are very con-
cerned about the increased public
interest in drinking raw milk and
the health hazards associated with
it. According to the Centers for
Disease Control, there were 39
outbreaks from consumption of
raw milk or cheese made from raw
milk. The outbreaks occurred in 22
states, causing over 800 illnesses,
66 hospitalizations and one death.
Two of the outbreaks occurred in
Michigan, even though the sale of
raw milk is illegal here.

The other resolution calls
for all Grade A milk suppliers to
participate in the USDA Voluntary
Bovine Johne’s Herd Certification
Program. The NCIMS recognizes
Johne’s disease as a significant
issue and passed the resolution to
send a message to the dairy indus-
try that we had better start paying
attention to Johne’s disease. The
USDA program promotes best
management practices to eliminate
or reduce the incidence of Johne’s

disease in domestic cattle to the
lowest possible level. The program
includes biosecurity, improved
on-farm husbandry, test/ cull
procedures and on-farm sanitation
practices.

Due to our early involvement
with Michigan Department of
Agriculture (MDA) and Michigan
State University (MSU) in devel-
oping the Michigan Johne’s Con-
trol Program, MMPA is one step
ahead of this resolution. MMPA
Member Representatives are
trained to conduct Johne’s risk as-
sessments on member farms upon
request. Through these assess-
ments, the Member Representa-
tives can help producers alter their
management styles to eliminate
or prevent Johne’s disease in their
herds. This assessment can then
be shared with the farm’s veteri-
narian who can help the producer
establish a Johne’s control strategy.

We will continue to work with
MDA and MSU to further expand
the Johne’s Control Program.

MDA will likely be provid-
ing information to producers on
Johne’s certification and control
programs. Through meetings
and mailings, we will keep you
informed as to when meetings and
workshops are scheduled for this
program.

If you would like a Johne’s
risk assessment on your farm, con-
tact your Member Representative
or the Member Services depart-
ment in the Novi office. If you
have any questions or concerns
about the NCIMS conference,
PMO or MMPA’s Johne's risk
assessments, please contact me in

the Novi office.

MMPA Quality Premium Program

omatic Cell Count premiums and deductions
(in addition to Federal Order SCC Adjustments

computed in the producer pay price) will be paid

at the following levels:

* 50,000 or below +45¢/cwt.

* 51,000 - 75,000 +40¢ / cwt.

* 76,000 - 100,000 +35¢ / cwt.

* 101,000 - 125,000 +30¢ / cwt.

*® 126,000 - 150,000 +25¢ / cwt.

* 151,000 - 175,000 +20¢ / cwt.

* 176,000 - 200,000 +15¢/ cwt.

* 201,000 - 225,000 +10¢/ cwt.

® 226,000 - 275,000 +05¢ / cwt.

* 600,001 - 750,000 -10¢ / cwt.

e Over 750,000 -50¢ / cwt.

A payment of 5¢/cwt. will be added for each of
the following, if the count is equal to or below:
¢ 10,000 Raw Bacteria Count

¢ 20,000 Pre-Incubated (PI) Count

There will be a deduction of 10¢/cwt. for the
following criteria:
e Greater than 100,000 Raw Bacteria Count

A high raw count deduction will be waived if the producer has
received the quality premium the previous three months for
raw bacteria count.

To qualify for Raw, PI and Somatic Cell Count
premiums there must not be any of the following
during the month:

* Positive drug residue

* Abnormal freeze points

e High load count shipment or rejected load
shipment

e #3 or #4 sediment *

e Raw Bacteria count over 100,000 *

The count levels for raw and PI will be determined
on one test run per month.

* Note: These do not affect the somatic cell count
premium.

To qualify for MMPA volume premiums there
must be:

* No abnormal freeze points during the month
* An average somatic cell count of 750,000

or less.
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