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MMPA Member Testing Fees
• Scheduled Herd Tests: $1 per sample 
 – The samples can be tested for any of the fol-
lowing:  Culture for Streptococcus agalactiae, Strep 
non ag, Staphylococcus aureus, coagulase negative 
staph, total coliform, E-Coli. In addition, samples 
can be tested for somatic cell count, raw bacteria 
count, and components.
 – All herd tests with more than 10 samples must 
schedule with the laboratory through your MMPA 
Member Representative. Ten or more unscheduled cow 
samples will be charged at $2 per sample.

• Mycoplasma Cultures: $8 per sample

• Bacteriology Cultures: $10 per sample 
 - Includes identification of bacteria and drug susceptibility.

• Johne’s Milk Test: $ 6 per sample

• Bovine Leukosis Test: $ 6 per sample

• MUN Test: $ 5 per sample

 Payment for testing will be made through  
an automatic milk check deduction.  
 All tests must be scheduled through your 
MMPA Member Representative or the laboratory. 

Quality Watch >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Black spots are  
appearing in aged 
cheese, which is likely 
being caused by  
bismuth subnitrate, an 
ingredient in Orbeseal

By Gary Trimner
Director, Member Services/Quality Control

Dairy Producers Must Ensure 
Complete Removal of Orbeseal

Recently, cheese manufactur-
ers have noticed black spots 
appearing in aged cheese, 

which is likely being caused by 
bismuth subnitrate, an ingredient 
in Orbeseal. The specks are small, 
some having a gray halo around 
them. Apparently, the chemical 
reduction that cheese undergoes 
while aging causes this reaction.
 Bismuth subnitrate is used in 
a variety of consumer products 
such as Pepto-Bismol and Kaopec-
tate and poses no risk to human 
health. However, consumers will 
not accept black spots in their 
cheese. Therefore, producers must 
ensure none of the product gets 
into the milk supply. We have also 
experienced a few cases where 
Orbeseal has been found on the 
interior of milking systems, caus-

ing unclean milk contact surfaces 
which could lead to elevated bac-
teria counts. Orbeseal is very dif-
ficult to remove with normal CIP 
cleaning and must be removed 
manually. 
 Dairy producers who use 
Orbeseal need to make sure that 
they are completely removing the 
product from the cows teats in ad-
dition to milking into a bucket for 
the first 3-4 days post freshening 
to ensure all Orbeseal particles are 
out of the teat cistern and do not 
get into the bulk tank.

 It is very important to make 
sure employees are also following 
the proper procedures to remove 
Orbeseal from the cow’s teats. 
Make sure they know the cow 
must be milked at least 3-4 days 
into a bucket after she freshens.  
 To aid producers and their 
employees in using the proper 
techniques to remove Orbeseal, a 
guide appears on the next page. 
Post the guide in an area where 
everyone who performs this task 
can see it.
 If you have any questions 
regarding the use and removal 
of Orbeseal, please contact your 
veterinarian.
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Somatic Cell Count premiums and deductions  
(in addition to Federal Order SCC Adjustments 

computed in the producer pay price) will be paid 
at the following levels:
• 50,000 or below +45¢/cwt.
• 51,000 - 75,000 +40¢/cwt.
• 76,000 - 100,000 +35¢/cwt.
• 101,000 - 125,000 +30¢/cwt.
• 126,000 - 150,000 +25¢/cwt.
• 151,000 - 175,000 +20¢/cwt.
• 176,000 - 200,000 +15¢/cwt.
• 201,000 - 225,000 +10¢/cwt.
• 226,000 - 275,000 +05¢/cwt.
• 600,001 - 750,000 -10¢/cwt.
• Over 750,000 -50¢/cwt.
A payment of 5¢/cwt. will be added for each of  
the following, if the count is equal to or below:
• 10,000 Raw Bacteria Count
• 20,000 Pre-Incubated (PI) Count
There will be a deduction of 10¢/cwt. for the  
following criteria:
• Greater than 100,000 Raw Bacteria Count

A high raw count deduction will be waived if the producer has 
received the quality premium the previous three months for 
raw bacteria count.
To qualify for Raw, PI and Somatic Cell Count 
premiums there must not be any of the following 
during the month:
• Positive drug residue 
• Abnormal freeze points
• High load count shipment or rejected load  
shipment
• #3 or #4 sediment *
• Raw Bacteria count over 100,000 *
The count levels for raw and PI will be determined 
on one test run per month. 
* Note: These do not affect the somatic cell count  
premium.
To qualify for MMPA volume premiums there  
must be:
• No abnormal freeze points during the month
• An average somatic cell count of 750,000 
or less.

MMPA Quality Premium Program

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Orbeseal removal guide was provided by Pfizer Animal Health.


