
6 August 2005

MMPA Member Testing Fees
• Scheduled Herd Tests: $1 per sample 
 – The samples can be tested for any of the fol-
lowing:  Culture for Streptococcus agalactiae, Strep 
non ag, Staphylococcus aureus, coagulase negative 
staph, total coliform, E-Coli. In addition, samples 
can be tested for somatic cell count, raw bacteria 
count, and components.
 – All herd tests with more than 10 samples must 
schedule with the laboratory through your MMPA 
Member Representative. Ten or more unscheduled cow 
samples will be charged at $2 per sample.

• Mycoplasma Cultures: $ 8 per sample

• Bacteriology Cultures: $10 per sample 
 - Includes identification of bacteria and drug susceptibility.

• Johne’s Milk Test: $ 6 per sample

• Bovine Leukosis Test: $ 6 per sample

• MUN Test: $ 5 per sample

 Payment for testing will be made through  
an automatic milk check deduction.  
 All tests must be scheduled through your 
MMPA Member Representative or the laboratory. 

By Gary Trimner
Director, Member Services/Quality Control

Quality Watch >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Keeping Our Milk Supply Safe

Now more than ever, 
it is important to add 
farm security to the 
long “to do” list on  
every dairy farm. 

The recent media hype over a 
hypothetical contamination of 

the milk supply with the botulism 
toxin has brought forth public 
concerns about the safety of our 
nation’s milk supply. 
 A secure milk supply starts 
with you, the producer, on your 
farm. Now more than ever, it is 
important to add farm security 
to the long “to do” list on every 
dairy farm. But you don’t have to 
do it alone. MMPA is committed 
to helping our members institute 
effective on-farm security pro-
grams.
 Before you begin thinking 
“nothing could ever happen on 
my farm,” consider this: more 
than 70 calves have been stolen 
from Elsie area dairy farms in 
Clinton county this year. If thieves 
can get on to the farm, certainly 

terrorists could find access.
 A terrorist can be anyone, not 
just a member of a radical interna-
tional organization. It can even be 
a disgruntled employee or neigh-
bor. 
 There are a variety of things 
producers can do to ensure the se-
curity of their farm and milk sup-
ply. Within the past year, MMPA 
member representatives delivered 
to each member farm a list of 
Farm Agri-Terrorism Prevention 

Measures and Recommended 
Farm Biosecurity Measures. Each 
MMPA member farm should have 
a copy of these lists and follow the 
recommendations. If you do not 
have a copy, please contact your 
MMPA member representative. 
Additional farm security recom-
mendations are being developed 
and will be distributed to farms 
this fall.
 To reemphasize some preven-
tative measures, producers should 
lock milkhouse doors when no 
one is around, including at night 
or when everyone is away from 
the farm. All entries to the milk-
house should be tamper evident 
so that you know right away if 
someone has been in the milk-
house without your authorization. 
Arrangements should be made 
with your state milk inspector so 
they can have access to the milk-
house if you are not present.
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Somatic Cell Count premiums and deductions  
(in addition to Federal Order SCC Adjustments 

computed in the producer pay price) will be paid 
at the following levels:
• 50,000 or below +45¢/cwt.
• 51,000 - 75,000 +40¢/cwt.
• 76,000 - 100,000 +35¢/cwt.
• 101,000 - 125,000 +30¢/cwt.
• 126,000 - 150,000 +25¢/cwt.
• 151,000 - 175,000 +20¢/cwt.
• 176,000 - 200,000 +15¢/cwt.
• 201,000 - 225,000 +10¢/cwt.
• 226,000 - 275,000 +05¢/cwt.
• 600,001 - 750,000 -10¢/cwt.
• Over 750,000 -50¢/cwt.
A payment of 5¢/cwt. will be added for each of  
the following, if the count is equal to or below:
• 10,000 Raw Bacteria Count
• 20,000 Pre-Incubated (PI) Count
There will be a deduction of 10¢/cwt. for the  
following criteria:
• Greater than 100,000 Raw Bacteria Count

A high raw count deduction will be waived if the producer has 
received the quality premium the previous three months for 
raw bacteria count.
To qualify for Raw, PI and Somatic Cell Count 
premiums there must not be any of the following 
during the month:
• Positive drug residue 
• Abnormal freeze points
• High load count shipment or rejected load  
shipment
• #3 or #4 sediment *
• Raw Bacteria count over 100,000 *
The count levels for raw and PI will be determined 
on one test run per month. 
* Note: These do not affect the somatic cell count  
premium.
To qualify for MMPA volume premiums there  
must be:
• No abnormal freeze points during the month
• An average somatic cell count of 750,000 
or less.

MMPA Quality Premium Program

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

 If you see someone on your 
farm that shouldn’t be there or 
see someone in your neighbor-
hood that looks or acts suspicious, 
report the problem to the local 
authorities immediately. If you 
think someone has tampered with 
the milk in your bulk tank, contact 
your MMPA member representa-
tive. Milk that may be tampered 
with will be handled as a volun-
tary dump. You will be paid for 75 
percent of the value of the milk, if 
eligible. 
 Security measures are also in 
place as soon as the milk leaves 
the farm. All MMPA milk haulers 
currently follow strict tanker seal-
ing policy. At the plant level, we 
have conducted security evalua-
tions of each facility, identified po-

tential points of entry and imple-
mented procedural and structural 
changes to enhance security. We 
will conduct these types of evalu-
ations on a regular basis at both 
MMPA plants.
 MMPA is committed to 
keeping the milk supply safe 
for everyone. We are work-
ing to continually evaluate and 
implement security measures in 
conjunction with National Milk 
Producers Federation, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, state 
regulatory agencies and universi-
ties. MMPA also participates on 
committees and task forces in both 
Michigan and Indiana that deal 
with identifying and evaluating 
risks and points of vulnerabilities 

and developing mitigation proce-
dures for the entire food system.
 If you have any questions 
or need a copy of MMPA Farm 
Agri-Terrorism Prevention Mea-
sures, please contact your MMPA 
member representative.


