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June Class lll Price
Up 15 Cents

he Class III price for June is

$13.92, up 15 cents from May,
but $3.76 below June 2004. June’s
Class IV price is $12.33, up 13
cents from the previous month but
$1.39 below a year ago.

NMPF Testifies for
Reform of Class |
Accounting

he U.S. Department of Agri-

culture held a Federal Order
hearing in late June to clarify the
definition of Class I beverages. The
current definition is intended to
exempt beverages with less than
about 70 percent milk, and this has
long been figured from the nonfat
milk solids content.

With new processing technol-
ogy, milk drinks with the low-val-
ued lactose taken out, and the high-
valued protein kept in, could be
exempted from Class I. In addition,
whey and milk protein concen-
trates (MPC’s) have been excluded
from this calculation.

At the four-day hearing, NMPF
gave the principal testimony in
favor of setting a protein minimum
test, instead of a nonfat solids mini-
mum, for defining Class I “fluid
milk products.” This testimony
also argued for including all dairy
proteins toward the 70 percent
minimum, and for including all but
whey proteins in calculating the
value of Class I products to the pool.

NMPF also countered propos-
als to exempt yogurt drinks from
Class I regulation. Yogurt makers
argued that yogurt drinks are nei-
ther a beverage nor a substitute for
milk, even though they are sold to
be drunk and their nutrient compo-
sition is nearly indistinguishable
from milk.
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Mitch Irwin Appointed Director of
Agriculture

he Michigan Commission of Agriculture appointed Mitch Irwin as

Director of the Michigan Department of Agriculture (MDA) by a
unanimous decision on July 13. Irwin replaces Dan Wyant who an-
nounced his resignation effective July 29, 2005.

Irwin, of East Lansing, is currently the Director of the Michigan
Department of Management and Budget (DMB). Prior to joining DMB,
Irwin held positions with the Michigan State Senate where he served the
Upper Peninsula and northern Michigan from 1979 to 1990; the Econom-
ic Development Corporation of Chippewa County; and the Eastern U.P.
Regional Planning and Development Commission.

“We are pleased to have a person of Mitch Irwin’s background to
lead the department, working with the diverse food and agriculture
industry on behalf of the citizens of Michigan,” said Jim Byrum, Com-
mission Chair. “All of the candidates were very committed to improving
the state’s agriculture industry, but Mitch is an outstanding choice to
take on the challenges and opportunities facing agriculture today.”

The other candidates who interviewed were former State Represen-
tative Gene DeRossett of Saline; James Lloyd of Okemos, currently the
assistant to the dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine at Michigan
State University; and Michael Schrom of Bangor, currently in a manage-
ment position at Honee Bear Canning. All five commissioners voted in
favor of offering the job to Irwin after deliberations following the inter-
views.

Irwin commended Dan Wyant for the leadership he has provided
in his role as MDA Director for the past nine years. “Director Wyant has
developed strong partnerships with the multitude of public and private
organizations that serve this vital industry. It is my goal to build on the
administration’s priorities of both protecting Michigan’s consumers by
ensuring a safe and healthy food and crop supply, and of protecting and
growing Michigan’s agriculture industry.”
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MMPA OYDC Conference — Novi
Michigan State Fair — Detroit



U.S. Border Open to Canadian Cows

he U.S. border is now open to Canadian cattle due to a federal ap-
peals court overturning the ban on the animals on July 14.

Within days of the court decision, the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture reopened the border to Canadian cattle under 30 months of age.
The first truck of Canadian cattle arrived in New York July 19. Cows
from Canada have been banned since May 2003 after a cow in Alberta
was found to have bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE).

At this point, only cattle that are for immediate slaughter or feeding
as long as they are slaughtered at less than 30 months will be allowed in
the country.

Additional information can be found online at www.usda.gov.

BSE Discovered In Texas Beef Cow

he first case of native-born BSE was announced in June, found in a
12 year old Brahma breed that was slaughtered at a rendering plant
in Texas.

The animal, which was a downer, did not enter the human or ani-
mal food chain due to the increased surveillance measures put in place
since the last case of mad cow disease was discovered.

While the animal was first identified as an inconclusive positive
case of BSE last fall when it was processed by Champion Pet Food, the
USDA waited to do additional testing until USDA’s Inspector General
prompted that step. Subsequent additional testing was done in the U.S.
and in Europe before the announcement was made.

Due to the cow’s age, officials believe it was most likely infected by
consuming feed before the 1997 ruminant-to-ruminant food ban. Tests
are now being done to determine the history of the animal’s feed sup-
ply, and to locate possible herd mates. To date, 67 cows have been culled
from the cow’s herd and have tested negative for BSE.

Sheila Burkhardt Elected to Michigan 4-H
Foundation Board

MPA Member Relations and Public Affairs Director, Sheila
Burkhardt was elected to a three-year term on the Michigan 4-H
Foundation Board of Trustees at its April 29 board meeting.

The 24 elected and three appointed members of the board will
guide the direction of the Michigan 4-H Foundation, a not-for-profit 501
(c)(3) organization that supports the mission and vision of Michigan
State University Extension 4-H Youth Development in all 83 Michigan
Counties. More than 230,000 youth are currently involved in 4-H with
the support of 24,000 adult and older teen volunteers.

Sheila has served as past president of both the Michigan Dairy Me-
morial and Scholarship Foundation and the MSU College of Agriculture
and Natural Resources Alumni Association. She is currently a member
of the 4-H animal science priority team and served on the state 4-H
dairy programming committee.

Producers scoring 95

percent or more on

Grade A Surveys and
Federal Check Ratings

MMPA Allendale East
June 2005

Paul & Robert Rice*
Craig Martin

Bienz Double View Farm
Lyon Farm LLC

Donald Waters II
Schuurmans Dairy Farm
Brent & Nina Butler

Christopher, Hans & Patricia
Langmaack

Doug Lilly
Chase Crest Hill Farms

MMPA Defiance Ohio
June 2005

Arts Dairy LLC

Van Erk Dairy LLC
Amos & Mary Stoll Jr.
Henricks & Krieger LLC
Herman’s Holsteins LLC

*Scored 100 percent

GENERATORS
Winpower & Katolight
Stocking up to 100 KW
24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

serving Michigan
for the past 25 years
800-345-1887
MIDWEST POWER
SYSTEMS
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